FOSSE WAY SCHOOL
Fosse Way School
Longfellow Road
Radstock, Bath

We have had a brilliant first term back at Fosse Way, the children have
settled back in to school better than we could have hoped for and we
have been up to lots of exciting things across the school. The staff
have gone to great lengths to provide enjoyable learning
experiences and lessons that are safe for everyone and their efforts
can be seen in this newsletter. The children have dealt very well with
the new measures that we have put in place for COVID-19 and the
adaptions to normal school life and have been accepting the changes
well.
As the government guidelines change, we continue to review all these
changes weekly so we can be up to date with the latest official
guidance for schools as soon as possible. We try to keep parents
informed of any of these changes that directly affect you or your
children as soon as possible. We have been using Class Dojo a great
deal, and moving onto that as our main school communication tool has
been very successful. Teachers report that parents are really
appreciating seeing what their children are doing in class in their class
story each day and being able to send direct messages to the class
and office. I would encourage everyone to please check it regularly and
use it to communicate with the class and office - It will be your most
direct route of communication. If you have any difficulties with this,
please call the Office who will try and help you.
Next term a lot of our normal activities running into Christmas will not
be able to go ahead under current restrictions, but we are all working
hard to find activities and events that will work. There will be a lot of
Christmas enterprise – our new
laser cutter is proving very
popular with the students and
they are coming up with some
wonderful designs for
decorations!
We hope you have a lovely half
term holiday and we look
forward to seeing you back on
Monday 2nd November.
Fiona Moody
Acting Head of School
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This term we have welcomed 5 new
reception children to Fosse Way.
Everyone has settled in incredibly well
and we have been busy doing lots of
play and exploring.
Our topic has been all about
‘Ourselves’ and we have done
activities based around our favourite toys, our families and homes
and favourite foods. We have learned a lot about each other and
have started to enjoy doing things as a group.
We have also been looking into Autumn as well, and have been out
investigating the seasons. We have been looking at how the leaves
turn colours and fall as well as any other signs we can find in the
school field and wooded area.

We have settled into class really well. We
have been looking at the topic: All About
Me – exploring favourite toys, colours,
learning about the body, exploring the
spaces that we use both inside and
outside whilst at school and taking turns in
games.
One of our favourite things to do is to visit
the school field and explore the
school woods. We like to use our
sensory toys and love the bubble
tube. 3LS love using technology
and we enjoy the laptops and
iPads once a week.
It is really important for us to go
out into the community safely. We
really enjoy our trips. This term
we have been to Westfield Park,
Muffins Bakery, The Book Barn and Dobbie’s
Garden World.
In Term 2 we will visit some more exciting places
including: Bristol Zoo, Wells Cathedral, Westfield
Co-Op and Peasedown St John Methodist Church
to look at the Christmas story. More information to
follow.

We have had a really
busy term and all the
children have thoroughly
enjoyed finding out about
castles in our topic “Once
upon a time”.
We kicked our learning
off with an amazing trip
to Nunney Castle, it was
wonderful to hear the
“Wows” from the children
as theysaw the castle
and the moat. As we had
been learning topic
words, the children were
able to tell us about the
“arrow slit” windows and
the “battlements”. In
English we created our
own story about “Sir
Scallywag and the
Naughty Giant” which was
based on the class story
“Sir Scallywag and the
Golden Underpants”. The
children were very creative
when they came to
innovating the story and
we had characters such as
“Bat Boy” and “Vanos”.
In DT, we made swords and
shields, the children were
amazed at the laser
machine used to cut the
cardboard. In IT, we found
out about different types of
technology and went on a
hunt to find technological
devices around the school.
We have had lots of fun in
Science, finding out about things we need to survive and how
humans and animals have things in common. One of the funny
comments from the term was in RE, when one of the children
asked me if “God was a buddy of mine”…what can I say? We were learning how Christians
believe that God made the world and had some really interesting discussions about the “Big
Bang Theory”. I am so happy with how all of the children have settled after being away from
school. They have bonded well and lots of new friendships are developing. They are a
wonderful group of characters and I just know we are going to have an amazing year!

This term we have been looking at how we can continue to meet as a school council safely,
meeting the COVID-19 requirements.
School council is made up of students from across the school including, Primary / KS2, Secondary / KS3 & KS4 and POST 16 /KS5.
Each class has two representatives that will be decided by the end of the term. We will meet
on a termly rota basis.
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MacMillan Cake Sale –

THANK YOU! We raised £150!

All money raised will be given to MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT a registered charity in
England and Wales (261017), Scotland (SC039907)

Our food tech focus for this term
is around the correct preparation
of vegetables using a knife and
different styles of peelers. When
cutting the vegetables with a
knife the focus has been on the
bridge technique.
5EJ have prepared a wide range
of vegetables. As part of this we
have made 2 different types of
vegetable soups, ratatouille, a
tomato based sauce, vegetable
curry and a nut roast.
We have also been thinking
about how the vegetables that
we have been preparing grow.
As part of this we enjoyed a visit
to a local field of corn where we
were given permission to pick a
fresh cob of corn to take home.

The KS4 Hair and Beauty
students have been
practising their facepainting skills this term as
part of their BTEC
Qualification. They have
learnt how to set up their
work stations in a
professional way, and
created some amazing
Hallowe'en-themed
designs, before trying them out as you can see!

On Wednesday 21st of October, 4KK took a spooky
trip out to pick some pumpkins - setting out in
perfect (rainy) weather conditions!
We arrived at the farm and chose our own wheel
barrow each (pre-washed by the rain for our
convenience!)
Despite the rain and mud or maybe because of it,
we had the field to ourselves so we could pick the
best of the pumpkins. Everyone had very different
ideas about what was their ideal pumpkin was and
carefully selected the perfect one for them.
We then cleaned them up and on Thursday we
decided to carve our pumpkins with designs we had
chosen ourselves. Everyone had their own pumpkin
carving kit so we didn’t have to share and we had a
great time scooping out the insides and cutting in
faces.
Hopefully they will last until Halloween!

Class 2LJ have had
a very productive
and positive return
to school.
Our topic this term is
Castles and we were
lucky to have had the opportunity to visit Nunney
Castle with Jacqui and Amanda’s classes.

The children enjoyed completing their activity
sheets and produced some fabulous drawings!
We reinacted some medieval games in the
playground including tug of war, skittles and
jousting.

This term some
pupils in Key
Stage Three
has been
making art
works based on
Nature,
particularly
leaves.
They have
investigated
different leaf shapes,
and explored a variety
of materials, including
printmaking.
Pupils have
experimented with
line, tone and texture,
and developed their
ideas and images
through a range of
exercises and
sketches to make final
pieces.

Open Orchestras is a programme
delivered by Open Up Music, led
year by Laura Seymour. This year
have 39 members of the Fosse Way
School Open Orchestra.
We have begun the year by
separating the orchestra into 3
groups:

this
we

•Primary – The Stravinsky Orchestra
•Secondary – The Holst Orchestra

•POST 16 – The Pachelbel Orchestra
In our groups we have started learning some new pieces
to play along to with our rainbow coloured instruments.
These pieces include nursery rhymes, Disney songs, pop
songs and well known classics.
Next term we will start to compose a unique
project using film and PowerPoint images/photos to
help us. This project is called The Sea – We will
compose some music that sounds like
the calm sea and some contrasting music to be the
stormy sea.
As a group we will create a visual score to follow for
each composition ready to follow during the
performances.
Due to the current restrictions we are unable to do any LIVE performances, however we have been taking
photos and film in each session and we will be creating some music videos and presentations to share with
parents via dojo and in assemblies across school.

Pupils have been working hard on their pictures for the Lions Club Peace
Poster Competition. Last year many pupils created wonderful art works,
and a lot of them received prizes and certificates. This year the Lions
Club will be judging the pupils’
work again and giving prizes.
The deadline for entries is
Wednesday 3 November. Pupils
are welcome to take part at home
as well as in school. Details
available from Martyn Plant or the
school office.

This term 5KW have been settling back into
life at school. The students enjoyed seeing
their friends after such a long break. We
have discussed how to look after our mental
health when things get tough.
We found having a foam fight
was a good way to make each
other laugh!

5KW have been showcasing
their independent skills in the
food tech room. The students not
only cooked the meals on their
own but they cleaned up too!

This term they have enjoyed cooking
toasties, beans and cheese on toast
and their favourite meal so far… chicken
nuggets and chips!

This school year has already been busy for
4TL. We have, it seems, walked miles
around the community on a wide range of
errands; from purchasing items for our
Enterprise project, to choosing pumpkins
which we have carved for our display.
We have taken driving tests on-line to hone
our road awareness and discussed what to
do in an emergency - watching clips on how
to ring the emergency services correctly.
(We have also been watching clips from the
'documentary' 'Driving school' and laughing
at the antics of Maureen!)
In Maths we have been reviewing our knowledge and understanding and completing some of the
assessments for June accreditation, ditto in English. Our class magazine is almost completed and
we have a wide range of articles to pique the interest of our readers including Marvel Cinema,
Motorsports, and information about Wetherspoons, to mention just three: Each student has
researched and created their own individual article.
There is much to do and we have been keeping up a steady pace of work while balancing it with
fun activities like pumpkin carving and preparing sausage rolls. Next activity - an outing in the mini
bus!

CLOSED FOR HALF TERM OCTOBER 25th - 30th
Open 2nd November!
CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY WITH THE FESTIVE SPECIALS STARTING
NOVEMBER 16th !
All your favourites on the menu including the Festive hot Chocolates, the
amazing Turkey Club sandwich, minced pie shortbreads and Christmas cookies!
Book a table or take-away

Call 01761404201

When we returned to school after the Summer we were
anticipating that our community flower bed at St Peter’s Church
would be overrun with weeds and in desperate need of care.
We had a lovely surprise because it was full of nasturtiums and
sunflowers that had self seeded from the previous year.
By the time we went to check on the plants they were in a
desperate need of watering – which we did.

In addition to this we have weeded the area. We are now just
waiting for the
plants to finish
flowering and then
we will remove
them, prepare the
soil and plant our
bulbs ready for
Spring.

This term we have been
learning about animals and
their diets. The children had
the chance to explore and
deepen their knowledge
around carnivores,
herbivores and omnivores.
Towards the end of the term
we visited the Noah’s Ark
Zoo Farm and we had the
opportunity to see many
animals, such as elephants,
giraffes, camels and lions!
We also participated in the
“Creature Features”
workshop where we met two
adorable tortoises and a
snake! The children were
very brave and even
touched the animals!

At the start of term 5EJ were lucky enough to be given
the opportunity to participate in 3 Forest School sessions
led by an external provider.
Luckily for all 3 sessions we were blessed with good
weather.
5EJ learnt how to identify trees from their leaf shape and
fruit, whittle sticks, toast marshmallows, look out for
signs of wildlife, build a fire and how to have fun but stay
safe in a forest/wood environment.

Hello to everyone from Fosse Way House. We have
had a great first term back, lots of refurbishment work
has gone on since we last wrote a newsletter so we
now have a brilliant arts/crafts and sensory area built in
FWH that we are using every day, this has been great
during the lockdown period and beyond.
Our usual off-site activities have not been able to
happen as much and we miss
the people we used to see
when we could go out more
but we are having plenty of
fun in FWH. Activities have
included our NOVA sports
sessions taking place again,
lots of art projects – including
all of us taking part in painting
a rocket (more plans for that
next term), we have started
doing yoga regularly,
gardening, games nights,
waffle and cookie making and
we have celebrated several
birthdays – everyone loved
the cake!!
Next term we have big plans
for Christmas and hope to be able to share something very special with everyone.
We hope everyone has a lovely half term and stay safe!

The Midsomer Norton Town Show, Town Fayre and
Arts Festival did not happen this year, like a lot of
events. But now some of these will be happening
online, and you are invited to take part and enjoy
them this November. As a trustee of Midsomer
Norton Community Trust, Martyn Plant helps
organise these events for the local community.
The first to happen is a Photomarathon, in which
people are invited to take one photograph for each
theme and post it online to Instagram or Facebook.
Everyone, of any age, is able to take part. The
themes are Shine, Outside, Comfort, Home, Circle,
Alone, and the deadline is Sunday 1st November.
For more details check the Instagram and
Facebook pages for MSNphotomarathon.
The second event is the Midsomer Arts Livestream
on Saturday 7th November. Streamed to YouTube
from Midsomer Norton Town Hall, there will be live
music from several bands and individuals, and
prerecorded performances of music, drama, dance
and art. Local groups and organisations will be
represented, including creative work by pupils at
Fosse Way School.
More information about both events from
www.midsomernortoncommunitytrust.co.uk

Bath and North East Somerset local authority have commissioned an extended and enhanced
ASD Support Service from September 2020, which will continue to be based at Fosse Way.
The service now supports children and young adults with a confirmed ASD diagnosis between
the ages of 0-25 and offers support at a range of levels for professionals and families.
Training opportunities for parents and families:
Further information can be found on autism pages of the Rainbow
Resource website: https://www.rainbowresource.org.uk/pages/
autism-information .We will be providing regular training
opportunities for parents throughout the year, including the
following:
Barnados Cygnet Core programme for parents of children with autism aged 4-18
(January 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, Feb 2nd & 9th am) or (April 21st, 28th, May 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th
pm)

Barnados Cygnet programme – Supporting siblings
April 22nd and 29th 9.30am to 12.30pm

Barnados Cygnet programme – Puberty, sexual wellbeing and relationships
February 12th 9.30 or May 14th 9.30am –12.30pm
SPACE programme for parents of very young children with autism
(November 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th 7.30pm—9pm) or (May 6th,13th,20th, 27th 1pm–
3.30pm)
Managing anger and anxiety (TBA)
Managing anxiety in the home (TBA
Understanding girls with autism
June 22nd 9am to 12pm
ASD strategies in the home for younger children
January 7th 10 –12.30pm or June 10th 6pm to 8.30pm
ASD strategies in the home for teenagers
(November 26th 3.30pm –5.30pm) or July 1st 3.30pm to 5.30pm
Social scripts
(February 3rd) or June 30th 9.30am to 11.30am
Please contact asdss@fossewayschool.com for further information about any of the
courses mentioned above.
Telephone helpline
We are operating an all year round
telephone helpline for professionals,
parents, carers and families, where at
least one member of the ASD Support
Service team will be available to offer
advice and support. This is available
every Wednesday morning from 9am –
12noon.

In Performing Arts, the students
have been making short films on
a Hallowe'en theme.
Our Friday option group decided
to make a historical drama, and
we contacted Midsomer Norton
railway station, who agreed to let
us film on their station platforms
and in the train.
We had great fun dressing up
and acting out our drama. Our
characters were two Victorian
ladies travelling to Bournemouth,
and the station master. There
was also a ghost on the train!
Can you guess who it is???

5EJ have managed to enjoy some local walks
together and further afield as part of our Healthy
Lifestyle unit of work. These include – walks to the
Silver Street Nature Reserve, around the village of
Priddy, Ammerdown, Heaven’s Gate and the cycle
track between Midsomer Norton and Radstock.
A lovely opportunity to have fresh air, exercise and
time with friends all in the beautiful countryside.

