FOSSE WAY SCHOOL
Fosse Way School
Longfellow Road
Radstock, Bath

Another jam packed newsletter with all the exciting learning
opportunities that the young people at Fosse Way School
have been involved in this term.
As well as all the Christmas fun we have had some of the
particular highlights for me have been Stefan Vance at
Project Search winning the prestigious award of ‘Student of
the Year’ This is in recognition for outstanding achievement
and contribution in patient care. Well done Stefan.
There have been lots of exciting trips in the community to
enhance learning and also improve our students health and
wellbeing. Shepton Mallet prison definitely looked novel as
well as Boxercise in Post 16.
There have been lots of enterprise activities happening in
preparation for Christmas as well as a visit from Father
Christmas and singing in Wells Cathedral. Post 16 were
again asked to support the Bath Christmas Market as market
support where they made sure the stall holders were happy.
In the last two weeks we have really enjoyed putting on our
Christmas performances for you and our Art Exhibition. All
the staff and Governors at Fosse Way thank you for your
continuing support and wish you a very Happy Christmas.
We look forward to seeing you back at School on Monday
the 6th of January.
Merry Christmas
from Emily and
the School
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On Thursday 12 December 2019, all of the
primary children took part in their annual
Christmas performance. This year we
performed ‘The Robin Who Didn’t Know
about Christmas’, all about a little robin
who lived in a tree at Fosse Way School,
but didn’t understand all the different
things that were happening in the
classrooms at Christmas. All the children
took turns to show the robin some of the
exciting things that they do at Christmas.
2HE and 2ET showed photos of themselves with their
families and friends, 1JH and 1ND built a snowman,
2LJ and 2JK sang ‘The Twelve days of Christmas’ and
2AA and 2AS showed us their singing and dancing
skills in ‘Fosse Way’s
Got Talent’.
All of the children’s
hard work paid off and
they put on an
amazing show!

On Wednesday 27th
November our Showstoppers
Choir and Tiny Trebles Choir
went to Wells Cathedral to join
in with the annual Special
Schools Carol Service.
This involved 8 special
schools from around the
diocese, who each took a turn
to stand at the front and
perform, including singing,
dancing and playing
instruments.
The Tiny Trebles performed
‘Little Donkey’ with fantastic
singing and signing, and the Showstoppers did a beautiful
performance of ‘Happy Christmas (War is Over). We are very proud
of all our singers who were a credit to the school.

4SD took part in the Bath Central Reformed Church
Christmas Tree Festival which took place at the
beginning of December.
The group made their tree using a
cardboard structure and then made
individual leaves and beautiful
decorations to cover the structure.
The group did a fantastic job and it
was lovely to see them working as a
team to get the tree done.

We have had a fantastic term at Project Search and
everyone is getting ready to start their second
placements after the Christmas holidays. The Royal
United Hospital recognises one student every year
for outstanding achievement and contribution to
patient care. Stefan Vance has been working on the
Combe Ward for his first placement. His tasks there
have included restocking around the ward, stock
control, sterile cleaning of equipment and taking
over the management and organisation of the care
trolleys in the patient bays. The staff on the ward
have been so impressed by Stefan’s performance
and the impact he has had on patient care, they
nominated him for Student of the Year. This award is
open to all students in the hospital, including student
nurses and doctors. I’m delighted to let you all know
that Stefan won the award and will be attending a
presentation in the Assembly Rooms later in
January. I know many of you remember Stefan and
will join me in offering our warm congratulations for
his amazing achievement.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from
the Project Search Team!

On the 16 of December 2019
members of 5AG – 5CJ and 5BS
went to Shepton Mallet prison for a
trip.
On the trip they did something called
the prisoner experience, where they
experience what it was like to be a
prisoner at the prison. This includes
being put in a holding cell, putting on
prisoner outfits and marching around
the prison. Then they did a lock in, where
2 pairs were put into cells and needed to
answer riddles to get out.
After everyone had solved the riddles
they were given the tour of the prison.
They saw the large kitchen, the
governor’s office, the infirmary and the
hanging room. After the tour they were
allowed to explore the prison grounds,
and see some popular tourist attractions
like, the Kray twin’s living room, the
haunted cell C-06, and infamous criminal’s room. After they explored the
prison they went to the gift shop to look around. Then they went back to
school feeling like they learned a lot from this novel experience!

In the Sixth Form, Healthy Life Style is a
key focus of the students curriculum. As
well as participating in the old favourites
like swimming, walking and rugby it is also
an opportunity for students to have a taster

of new activities to help them to see what
type of physical sport they might like to
pursue as they go on to lead their adult lives.
On Monday of this week Rachel Bown PE Specialist, gave 5EJ and
5PF a taster of Boxercise. The students engaged really well in this
and were throwing some mean punches by the end of the session.
The engagement with this activity and
enjoyment of those participating is
clear to see from the photos. Well done

guys!

This term in 3SL we have been
making gingerbread houses in
time for Christmas. We have
had lots of fun making these
and decorating them with our
favourite sweets.
On 6th December we went to
play wheelchair basketball with
nova sports. We
had lots of fun and
did amazingly
well. We got
certificates for
taking part and
Ashleigh won
‘person of the
match!’
This term has
been super busy,
we are all very excited for Christmas!

On Friday 6 December 4MP visited
Shepton Mallet as part of their Learning
for Life project.
This term the group are putting on an Art
Exhibition, and the purpose of the trip
was to get ideas for presentation and
display.
We first visited Dobbies Garden World to
look at their Christmas display. There
were a lot of things to look at, including
trees and lights, large inflatable
snowmen, and decorations and gifts.
After this we visited the Art Bank Café, a converted old
bank building which is now a café, and has arts events
and workshops throughout the day and evening. The café
is very good and has some great cakes, and healthy
(vegan) food.
There is Art displayed all over the walls and
ceiling, and there are some very interesting
and unusual exhibits. We especially liked the
massive hearts and cave of books! 4MP now
have lots of ideas for their exhibition.

WE ARE CLOSED
OVER THE CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS
HAVE A LOVELY CHRISTMAS
AND SEE YOU ON 6th
JANUARY AS NORMAL!

Thank you to the students of Prior Park College in
Bath
I was very pleased to receive a cheque for £354 from
Mr David Holmes of Prior Park College. He had
supported a group of his students who had run
various fund-raising activities including cakes sales,
car washing and even a clothing sale. All this was
done for the benefit of Fosse Way School students.
We will carefully consider how best to use this money
for the best impact.
Thank you to the students who gave up their time and worked with effort to raise these funds.
I am in conversation with Mr Holmes to consider building upon this. It may be we can forge a
link which will enhance the learning for students both at Fosse Way and Prior Park.
Ian Tanner
December 2019
Thank you for the donation!
The lovely ladies from the Somerset WI Federation have been busy knitting away and have
donated a huge bag of knitted goodies for our sensory students. The Sensory Knitwear has
been well received by lots of classes in the school as they provide different textures and items
sewn on to comfy soft woollen hand muffs.

In addition to
our academic
curriculum,
4CR has been
working on our
enterprise
project. In
enterprise we
chop and sell
kindling and
make and sell food for staff on a Tuesday
afternoon. So far we have made £180 to go
towards fun activities, trips and profit moving
forward. We learn customer service skills by
going around the school and taking orders
from staff. We also boost teamwork by
working together to take orders, count money
etc.
As well as enterprise, 4CR has been making
PSHE videos about healthy relationships. Two
groups with very different styles. The videos
are for younger students to help and
understand what makes a healthy
relationship. We all have different roles to
make the videos the best they can be. This
term we have also gone on a trip to Bath Christmas market.
We are very proud of our work this term in 4CR and we can’t wait for what
comes after.

On Friday 29 November we welcomed Russ Ellingham,
comic book artist and organiser of events such as Frome
Comic Con, into school to work with a group of Key Stage
Four students.
He shared his knowledge of cosplay making and led a
comic book drawing workshop.
Students made ordinal drawings of cartoon and superhero
characters following the techniques and guidance given by
Russ.
They created some very imaginative designs and Russ
was very impressed with the work they did.

We have had so much fun this term
and I really don’t know where the
time has gone. The children have
been learning about 2D and 3D
shapes, repeating patterns, money
and addition in maths. In English, we
created our own story about Santa
and a missing Rudolph, we wrote
instructions on how to make jelly as
well as invitations to a party and of
course, those very important letters
to Santa. Our trip to Dobbies was
just amazing
–seeing all
the lights
and
decorations
really did
help to get
the children
into the
festive spirit
and I was
hugely
impressed with how they could talk about the things that Diwali and Christmas
have in common. They really do deserve a holiday!

By Liam Corbett-Day
Post 16 enterprise is about the post 16 students raising
money for trips, fun and nice activities in summer. Last year
some students went to Free Dog, cinema, Weston Super
Mare, Bowling, Longleat, Shepton Mallet Lido and we hired
a bouncy assault course and a bouncy disco castle!
This year to raise money by doing a number of activities.
First we changed the name of the shop to the trading post
and put in some new stock (which has been selling well!).
Things that have happened so far are our Christmas
market. We set up a stall in the Longfellow’s café selling
Christmas goodies. We also collected old clothes and sold
them on. We also have planted spring and summer flowers
to sell for after New Year.
Thank you to all the parents/ carers, staff, students and
local community for supporting post 16 enterprise. Look out
for new products after New Year.

The Performing Arts students worked
together this year to create a Murder
Mystery Drama featuring Sherlock
Holmes, Dr Who, Cluedo Characters,
and Christmas Zombies. The show
played to a packed house, until the fire
alarm went off and we had to evacuate
the building! Everyone stayed calm, and
the students insisted that 'the show must
go on', so they came back and finished
the show, to great applause. All of the
families and friends who saw the play
said how much they enjoyed it. The
students had created their own face
paint, character gestures and voices,
and made up some of their dance moves,
and they were fantastic.
The show was enhanced by the set
created by our art teacher, Martyn Plant
and student Diarmuid Curtain, who also
operated the sound effects. Lighting was
set up, designed, and operated by Josh
Chard. Thanks to Sue Dury and Alice
Taylor for their work as Stage Managers,
and to Rob (site team) and Joe Reese,
for technical support.
We are now hoping to perform the show
again to students from Three Ways
School in the New Year. Well done
everyone!

At Fosse Way we like to get involved with the local
community. We were invited to take part in the Christmas
Tree Festival.
This year the theme was the “12 days of Christmas” and
schools were given a particular day to do.
Ours was “A Partridge in a Pear Tree” and so every pupil in
primary decorated their own pear.
They ended up all
different colours and
some very glittery and
looked very effective
when they decorated the
tree for the festival as you
can see in the picture.

This term 3LS have had the opportunity to go horse riding at Wellow
Trekking Centre with the RDA. We have had a lovely time getting to
know the horses. We have learnt to hold the reigns, walk, stop, trot and
have been on a few scenic routes along the local walking paths. We
have been very fortunate to go to horse riding this term and we enjoyed
every session. When the weather was good we even visited their
wooden play park. In addition to this we also have seen their goats,
ponies, horses, Shetland ponies, Guinee pigs, pigs, chickens and
rabbits. This has made the experience
good for those that could not ride on
certain occasions. Each week we arrived
at 11:30. We were split into two groups
so that one group can ride whilst the other
eats lunch and watches from the window
inside the barn lunch room. It truly has
been a magnificent term of horse riding.
We have all enjoyed it very much.

This term 5AG decided to raise money for
Post 16 Activities week by collecting items for
Rags to Riches.
We collected over 340 Kgs which raised
£175.00. so a big thank you to those who
donated and we would ask you keep saving
clothes as we will have another round in April.
(Photo of some of the boys).
This term 5AG have also adopted a donkey,
Bonnie, from Sidmouth donkey sanctuary.
We will be fund raising for this charity
throughout the rest of the academic year by
doing activities such
as a sponsored walk.
This is a learning opportunity on how charities work and also on doing
activities for which there is no personal reward. We hope to visit the
sanctuary in the summer term, meeting Bonnie in person.

On the 21st November 5EJ enjoyed the
second of their 6 annual visits to The Life Skills
Centre in Bristol. The focus for this visit was
independent shopping. All of the students were
given a shopping list of items to be found in the
‘staged’ Co Op shop. They then had to match
the items on the shelves to their shopping lists
as independently as possible before taking them to the checkout to

pay.
This centre really is a great resource for our young people. It gives them
opportunities to practise these key
life skills in a safe, controlled and
unpressurised environment before
practising them in the real world.

In the Sixth Form, Enterprise is an
important part of our curriculum. All of
the classes work towards raising
money for a common cause and that
is the Sixth Form Activities Week
which takes place towards the end of
the Summer term. This is a week filled
with fun activities and day trips something for everyone. This week is
normally paid for entirely out of the
Enterprise funds raised by students
throughout the course of the year.
In 5EJ we are particularly proud of the Enterprise project that we
engages with this term. We have been busy making bespoke present
tags and festive greetings cards. It’s amazing what you can do with a
some bits of jigsaw puzzle, a glue gun and some googly eyes!!

Fosse Way School likes to support research that can help understanding and therefore teaching
of children and young people with autism and other special educational needs. Please consider
taking part in this study if you can access the online questionnaire
Comparing empathy in autistic and neurotypical participants, using the adolescent Empathy Components Questionnaire
The Centre for Applied Autism Research (CAAR) are conducting research which explores empathy constructs in adolescents aged 12-17 years old. Empathy is an essential process for
social functioning and forming interpersonal relationships. Our ability to empathise develops
throughout adolescence and can predict future behaviour in adulthood.
It is important to have an accurate measure of empathy; therefore, this study aims to validate a
new questionnaire which measures a comprehensive range of empathy constructs in adolescents.
We are recruiting parents of neurotypical and autistic adolescents aged 12-17 years old. The
study involves a short, online questionnaire which asks questions about your child, with particular
reference to empathy-related behaviours. The questionnaire will you take you approximately 5
minutes to complete. All data will remain anonymous, and the study has been given full
ethical approval by the ethics committee at the University of Bath.
To complete the questionnaire for your neurotypical child, please follow this weblink: https://
bathpsychology.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_erZJZ54wYKKHXFP
To complete the questionnaire for your autistic child, please follow
this weblink:
https://bathpsychology.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_79EMtbxycJB505n

If you have any questions at any time about the study, please get in
touch using the details below:
Researcher name: Samir Elidrissi. Email: se439@bath.ac.uk

4MP worked very hard getting ready for their Art Exhibition on
Wednesday 18 December 10.00-12.00. It took place in
meeting rooms one and two, by main reception. They have
collected lots of different art work made by Fosse Way
students, and made some Christmas art work and crafts
themselves. There was a lot of art on display, including
printing, drawing, collage, painting and sculpture, as well as
crafts such as cards and decorative candles. Students
manned the stalls and sold their work to brighten up homes or
for people to give as presents.
Also on display were many of the entries for the Lions Club
Peace Poster. Members of the Lions Club came to the
exhibition to gives prizes to the winning entries in Key Stage
two, three and four and there were a lot of very excited pupils
who received awards.
The Exhibition had a lot of visitors with lots of pupils, teachers,
school staff, parents and carers, and members of the
community admiring the art work, and having it explained to
them by the pupils themselves.

We have a lot of Christmas fun at Fosse Way, with
activities and lessons taking on a seasonal theme.
The highlight for Primary is when Santa visits our very
own Reindeer Lodge and brings all of Primary pupils
gifts that magically reflect things they are interested in
or like. This means they can experience a Santa’s
Grotto in familiar and safe environment. Lastly, but by
no means least, there were the various Christmas
Performances, the amazing Christmas Dinner cooked
by Di and the Kitchen staff, and even though the main
Santa Dash was cancelled due to the rain, a few Keen
Classes donned their Santa outfits and had one
anyway. Enjoy a few festive photos from around the
school at this time of year and have a very merry
Christmas!

