FOSSE WAY SCHOOL
Fosse Way School
Longfellow Road
Radstock, Bath

Newsletter Term 5
Dear parents, carers and staff
As I reflect on the last four years as Principal, one thing that
stands out is the enormous range of opportunities that our
young people access as part of life at Fosse Way and once
again the newsletter highlights many of the activities. It was
a privilege to spend some time talking with the DofE team on
their recent expedition; all six rose to the challenge of
completing the task with tremendous determination. It’s a
great example of how students are challenged outside of the
classroom.
Graeme Athey who is in charge of the Post 16 students will
be leaving school this week to take up a new post as
Director of Education at Fairfield Farm. Graeme has
introduced many changes to the post 16 curriculum and
established the new post 16 centre on site. Both Graeme
and I were asked by Microsoft to write a feature article
highlighting the work of the post 16 students and their use of
‘Surfaces’ in their studies. If you are interested, you can read
the article at on our website under ‘About our school’ then
‘publications and articles’. We all wish Graeme the very best
in his new role and thank him for his major contribution to
Fosse Way Schools Post 16 development.
As you know I shall be taking leave from the end of this term
before starting my new Headship in September. It has been
a real privilege leading the school over the past four years. I
take with me many happy memories of working with
outstanding students and staff, wonderfully supported by
parents and carers. On my first day at Fosse Way, a
returning Year 10 student said how pleased he was to be
back at school after the long summer holiday – his
excitement at being at school was plain for all to see. This
has been my experience too; working in such a vibrant and
lively school has been amazing, I have learnt a lot that I will
be taking to my new school with me. Thank you everyone!
With best wishes – enjoy the holiday!
Justin Philcox
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INSET DAYS FOR
TERM 6
2016 – 2017
July 24th 2017
Diary Dates
BACK TO SCHOOL
Monday 5th June 2017
Saturday 10th June—
Pondipping and Wildlife
walk 11am
Tuesday 27th June Primary Sports Day and
KS4 & KS5 Boccia
27th & 29th June Primary
and secondary parents
evening
Wednesday 5th July - New
parents evening
Friday 7th July - 3.30pm
School Fete
18th July - Post 16
Parents evening
21st July —End of Term
Awards Assembly 1.30pm
https://twitter.com
/FW_Principal
https://www.faceboo
k.com/pages/FosseWay-School/

On the 10th May, six, intrepid Year 11
students were dropped off at Silbury Hill,
near Avebury on the Wiltshire Downs, to
begin their much hyped 2-day practice
expedition, towards their Bronze Award.
Being ‘self-sufficient’, they were to spend
the time navigating their way on foot, over
18 miles of rolling, chalky grassland and
finally canal towpaths to an end point (and
promised plate of chips and a coke) at Seend
Cleeve, west of Devizes. During the outing,
they also had to practise their camp craft
skills, by pitching tents, cooking up ‘boil in the
bag’ style food and generally looking after
themselves (no home cooking, computer
games consoles or creature comforts within
sight). And all the while, a sunrise at 5.05am
on the second day and constant chorus of
collared doves and other wildlife to contend
with, ensured that a ‘lie in’ was simply going
to have to be for another day.
For many, the prospect of having to hike for
several miles each day, laden with a full
rucksack, under bright skies and warm,
energy sapping conditions, was a different
kind of personal and team challenge.
However, the journey that these students
made with respect to not only preparing
themselves fully for their qualifying
expedition, but also their own personal and
character development was clear to see.
So much so, that one passing member of the
public commented that ‘those young men are
an absolute credit to themselves!’.
Teamwork, cooperation, resilience,
determination and compassion were just
some of the qualities and skills that were
called upon.
The intrepid 6 were:Jaydon Brimble, Ben Corbett, Jack Fear,
Jack Gale, Jake McCarthy and John Restall
Well done and the qualifying expedition is
just around the corner in June!

Sixth form students at Fosse Way Special
School in Radstock have amazed their
teachers by combining artistic flair with
business acumen to raise more than £500.
This impressive sum has been raised
through selling a wide variety of items that
the students have made themselves. The
funds are to be put towards the cost of a
much-anticipated week of activities that will
take place before Fosse Way closes its doors
for the summer holidays. Amongst a diverse
and ever expanding range, students have
produced such items as attractive cushions
and candle holders.
The enterprising students also held a highly
successful plant sale outside the school’s
entrance on Friday 19th May. All of the plants
on sale were grown from seeds on the school
premises by the sixth formers themselves.
Hundreds of plants were eagerly snapped up
by local residents including vegetables,
herbs, border and bedding plants. The sixth
form students manned the stalls virtually all
day, with some of them having the jobs of
speaking to members of the public about
what they had grown, or taking money and
keeping their produce topped up with water.
A range of attractively decorated plant pots
were also on sale at the event. The students’
skills in pot decoration can be traced back to
a lesson in which one teaching group was
taught the art of pot decoration by their
teacher, Fiona Moody. Impressed with their
own results, these students set out to develop
expertise across the sixth form by giving a
presentation to other students. They have
made lots of different types of candle holders
including very popular dino egg style, and the
cushions with their customiseable front have
been a definite best seller—they have had to
work flat out to try and fill all the pre-orders
they have collected!
The sixth formers are now planning to sell more of their carefully nurtured plants at Fosse
Way’s annual fete in July.—so don’t miss out on an enterprise bargain!

On Friday 12th May 5EJ enjoyed a transitional visit
to Fairfield Farm College at Dilton Marsh. Whilst
there we were given a tour of the site led by 2 of the
students. We then had an opportunity to join
together with students from another special school
and take part in some sporting activities. Everyone
really embraced this
and it was lovely to
see the students
socially connecting
with each other. We
then rounded off our
visit with a drink in
the café.

We have had a busy term
5. We have enjoyed our
topic of Green. It was
great to spend lots of time
outside. We enjoyed
learning about balance
meals in food technology. We all
have made some excellent progress
in swimming and sad it is our last
term swimming until September. We
have enjoyed going to local Nature
Reserves to help us with our
alliterative poems. Our focus has
been becoming independent and
tidying up after ourselves. So we
earned our class reward trip to
Freedog, we have been working as a
team to earn our class trip since term
4.
Have a relaxing break and Well done 3RG!!

Another busy term for the students and staff of Fosse Way
House. We have been fortunate enough to go out on some
lovely trips, including walking to the top of Glastonbury Tor
and enjoying the stunning views. We have also had some
lovely walks with Milo the Therapy Dog.
Other activities have included a trip to Ikea to choose some
new items to brighten up FWH and we all really enjoyed a
BBQ on the school grounds.
Teenage Rampage Youth Club continues to provide a nice
variety of activities and these have included doughnut
making, film night,
growing plants and
multi-sports.
We have also been
encouraging all of
the students to
play games
against each other
in the evenings
which has been
great fun.

On Wednesday 24th May pupils supported the
Unicef Day for Change. They donated money to
dress up as Superheroes and villains and did
some class related activities centred around
UNICEF—such as making short film clips about
fundraising. There were some splendid costumes
around, and staff
joined in as well,
getting into the spirit of
things. They also held
a bake sale at break
and lunch time, and the
cake stall was manned
by Justin and members
of the office as well as
students. So
Pupils had a lot of fun
raising money for an
excellent cause!

The first week of term 6 5EJ are lucky
enough to be going on a week long
residential visit to Freshwater Caravan and
Camping Park in Dorset.
In preparation for this 5EJ have made 4
transitional visits throughout the course of
this term. The purpose of these visits has
been to help familiarise the tutor group
with where we are staying and what we
will be doing and to allay some of their
anxieties.
During the visits we have had a tour of the
camp site, identified the caravans we will
be staying in, looked inside the vans, had
a look around the leisure complex, went
for a swim in the site swimming pool,
made some purchases in the site shop
and had a minibus tour of the local area.

As part of our Active Lifestyle programme
5EJ are currently enjoying walks in the
countryside.
On Friday 19th May we went to Stourhead
and accessed the areas away from the
main path. This led us to an exhibition of
rubbish which had been transformed into
wonderful sculptures designed to
commemorate the impact of the First World
War on the local community.
It was quite amazing what could be created
with recycled materials and things that
most people had thrown away and we had
a great time exploring all the sculptures
which were designed to be able toi be
touched and interactive.
We all thoroughly enjoyed our day together.

This term a number of students in
secondary have taken to the waters in a
kayak with Tom and Kirsty.
Although many of the students found the
prospect of paddling in a swimming pool a
bit scary to begin with, all of them have
ended their session with a huge smile on
their face!
They all managed use the kayak in the
large pool at Downside school and
mastered the task of paddling their
way on the water on their own, making
good use of all that extra space!
Teachers have also noticed a massive
increase in the students confidence
and new social groups forming. Many
thanks to Downside for letting us use
their amazing pool and for helping us.

Becca's class had great fun learning about the
important job of the fire service during 'People Who
Help Us' week.
Everyone took part in a sensory story where we
created a pretend fire, practised calling for help,
and met the firefighters who put out the fire.
Last week we were lucky to meet the fire brigade
and use their hose to see how far the water would
go!
Though the fire brigade
came in to see Primary
pupils, a lot of
secondary and Post 16
students were very
interested and asked to
visit them as well!
What a great
experience for
everyone!

Our new school nurse is

Alison Glenday

The Café Gallery will
be closed from
Monday 29th May Friday 2nd June

She is in Fosse Way School on
Thursdays (and for immunisations,
and other clinics) and can be
contacted through the school office.

SCHOOL FETE
FRIDAY 7th JULY
3.30pm

The Exams season continues, with the national exams being due to finish for us on
June 13th 2017. Year 11 have been working really hard on their exams and dealing very
well with the challenge, and all the rules that surround doing national exams.
However, some classes still have some assessments to complete for Home Cooking
Skills Award and finishing their BTEC options portfolio for assessment.
Please be aware of this before making any appointments, and double check with their
tutor.
Exams results day will be on Thursday 24th
August 2017. The school office will be
open for pupils to come in and collect their
results in person between 9am –1pm . If
you are unable to come in, then you can call
and talk to Vicky regarding the results or
you can wait for them to be posted to you.
Any uncollected results will be sent by first
class mail on that day.
If you have any questions about exams
please contact Vicky in the School Office.

