FOSSE WAY SCHOOL
Fosse Way School
Longfellow Road
Radstock, Bath

Newsletter Term 4
Dear parents, carers and staff
This term has been a fantastic celebration of creativity in our
school! World Book Day was a great success, brilliantly
organised by Sarah. Inja, the visiting rapper, was very
impressive as he held students captivated by his
performance and went on to stress the importance of how
we can all learn by making mistakes. Stu Packer, an
outstanding story teller and poet from Somerset helped
pupils create amazing and original stories.
International Week saw the school focus on America. Bea
had ensured we had a range of activities to help all of us
learn more about the USA. As a country that has been in the
news a lot recently, it was great to see pupils finding out
more about the richest nation on earth.
Sing Up Day focused on the music of Motown. Becca had a
whole day of wonderful inclusive music activities, but the
highlight was undoubtedly the celebration of Motown music
performance. Fantastic singing by the choir, groups and
individual pupils made this an unforgettable experience.
Josh’s solo was one moment that the audience will
remember for a long time.
Lastly, the school continued to give its support to the Red
Nose Day appeal. The pupils arranged a series of events
from football matches to the sponsored eating of donuts! It
was great to see everyone in red supporting this very
worthwhile charity.
After all of this excitement and lots of hard work, I am sure
everyone is ready for the break. Let’s hope we have lots of
warm sunny days!
Justin Philcox Principal
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AGM Tuesday 25th April
5pm @ Fosse Way School
Creche available (soft play and ipads available for children to use)
Would you like to be involved with the Friends of Fosse Way (FoF), which supports the
work of the school? Much like a PTA, the Friends of Fosse Way is made up of parents,
carers and staff who organise various activities to help raise funds to support the work
of the school. Another significant part of the work of
FoF, is to help support bids to charitable
organisations to support the work of the school. As
you may have seen in the press, school budgets are
being squeezed and FoF plays a big part in helping
to support the work of the school.
Recently the Student Council has asked for
increased seating around the edge of the
playground and FoF are looking at the best way to
support this initiative. In the past, the money raised
at the summer fayre has been used to enhance the
outside learning areas by providing a story telling
circle and log seating.
So please come along and get involved! Feel free to
contact Hannah Jacobs at school to find out more hjacobs@fossewayschool.com.

As part of this term’s topic some of the pupils from
1JH and 1ND visited Silva House vets.
We met Simon the vet and he checked over Ben and
Jerry, the guinea pigs, for us and helped the children
to try out some of the instruments themselves. They
helped to weigh Ben and Jerry and looked in the ears
as well as listening to their hearts.
Simon also helped to clip the guinea pigs claws for us
and checked their teeth. We left reassured that Ben
and Jerry were healthy and laden down with extra
things for our vet role-play areas.
We are grateful to Silva House for welcoming us and in
particular to Simon for spending time explaining what
he was doing to the children.

2BT have been continuing to
develop our personal hygiene
skills this term by learning how
to wash our hands together
using a visual timetable.
We have enjoyed exploring the
warm, soapy water and have
also had fun splashing the
water! Becca has been getting
quite wet.. but it’s all part of
learning how to wash our
hands thoroughly

Careers week was an exciting start to
term 4. We all enjoyed learning about all
the different skills needed for different
types of jobs. We joined 3SK for our
teamwork day and we worked really well
as a team. We are winners for the best
photo captions for World Book Day and
were runners up for Shelfie Quiz. We
have been working hard on our design
technology projects building a Truss bridge
in teams. This has meant we have been
learning about joining wood together, types
of bridge structures, measuring, designing,
gluing and much more to get our project to
complete! We also performed As by Stevie
Wonder at the Motown Concert as well as
Ebbi and Amy presenting their fact files on
their favourite Motown Artists/groups. We
went Kayaking at Downside school and really loved learning something new. It has been
a busy term, again, but we have enjoyed every minute of it! Well done 3RG!!

Fosse Way’s Choir and Ukulele Club had a
fantastic visit to Wells Cathedral School this term,
where the talented Andy Tween and Jayne
Obradovic led them in a percussion workshop
alongside pupils from Avalon School. They were
given the opportunity to explore rhythm and dance
using African drums
and learned about the
history of percussion
instruments. This was
a great visit, which was
organised as a ‘thank
you’ for all of the hard
work that Choir and
Ukulele Club members
have put in this term.
Well done everyone!

“The Dolphin Pot”

Review of the Charterhouse Residential by
Owen Ball, 4MW
Charterhouse is an adventure centre and it was
really good getting away from Xbox, TV and junk
food for a few days.
It’s up in the Mendip hills so you don’t get any
reception up there on your phone! There was
loads of fields and caves and rocks.
The food there was ok… the breakfast there was the best
(it was a full English cooked breakfast) the cottage pie was
disgusting but the pizza was good.
The showers were also really good, they were nice and
warm. The dolphin pot was the name of our room named
after a cave.
We did caving, gorge walking and night walks; my favourite
was jumping in a really cold lake belly first. In the night-time
was the best. We were playing manhunt in the dark
outside. On the last day we went in this really big field and
we split up in groups with a map and they had numbers on
and where the numbers were was a clue so we had to go
to the numbers and find the clue. This was orienteering.
There weren’t really any negatives (except for the cook
was grumpy).
It was really good time and I would love to go there again.

Thursday 2nd March was the much anticipated World Book
Day at Fosse Way where we had a fantastic array of events
with a literacy theme suitable for all pupils to get involved and
have fun.
Not only did the majority of staff and pupils dress up as their
favourite characters making for a very colourful day, but we
had lots of things going on. Amongst the many attractions of
the day was a series of workshops hosted by Stu Packer, a
story teller and actor and a poet rapper called Inja.
One of the students who was wowed by Inja’s
workshops explained, “He went out the room whilst we
came up with 20 words. Then he rapped all of the
words we wrote on the board, freestyle. That was really
impressive and it taught us that not everything is
perfect and life isn’t always what you expect. He told us
you just need to be in the moment and enjoy yourself.”
We also had a visit from the Frome Open Storytellers
who were superb and we hope to have them back
again!
Meanwhile out on the school’s playground the cow
from ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ put in an
appearance. This manifestation of the fabled
bovine came complete with a working udder that
pupils could actually milk. Even Justin took to the
milking stool to try his hand!
Other attractions included a popular ‘shelfie’
competition for which students and members of
staff entered photographs of their own bookshelves
surrounded by a few trinkets to provide tantalising
clues to the books’ owners. Many enjoyed puzzling
over the intriguing selection of snaps and matching
them to their teachers and fellow pupils. Elsewhere
in the school others eagerly joined a ‘Where’s
Wally’ hunt, entered a Dragon Gazebo and turned
detective to take part in a Crime Scene
investigation in the school’s library. We also had
the exciting news that a display pupils had created
to mark the occasion had been awarded a runnerup prize in a World Book Day competition!The
school received a copy of ‘A Child Of Books’ by
Oliver Jeffers together with a signed limited edition
print.
It was an amazing day and everyone were very positive about reading after such a fun
educational day!

We were treated to a great competition up at Bath
University this term. We entered 2 teams and were
up against mainstream schools and colleges,
including Swindon College, Bristol Free School and
Ralph Allen. Both teams acquitted themselves very
well, and played positively, with real spirit.
Fosse Way 1 won all of their first 3 games, along
with Swindon College and they met with one another
for the final match to determine the overall winners and
who would be crowned SW Regional Champions.
Despite some gutsy defending, and some lively and
determined match play, they were fairly beaten in the
end into 2nd place, taking silver medals for their
efforts.
FW1 - Owen Ball, Liam Corbett Day, Jake
McCarthy, Jason Sellars and Toby Smith
Fosse Way 2 worked solidly as a team, yet despite
some good link up play and several on target shooting
attempts, had to accept the 5th spot result at full time. They did so admirably.
FW2 - James Merrifield, Toby Moon, Bradley Purchase, Ethan Seymour and Owen
Whitfield
Congratulations are due to all of them, for such positive engagement with a interschools competitive event of this magnitude.

This term some pupils from
primary classes took part in
the MSF Inclusive Music
Festival, which took place
at Three Ways School.
This was a lovely
opportunity for pupils from
Three Ways, Margaret
Coates, St. Martin’s
Garden and Fosse Way School to come together.
Everyone had the opportunity to join in with a
singing workshop led by Tim Parker, where they
learned how to sing a song in another language, a
dancing workshop, where they learned a dance
routine in small groups and a sensory story
session based on the Chinese Year of the
Rooster!

Raisa
I now have an internship in Jo Jo’s hair salon in Radstock. I work
here every week on Thursdays and Fridays. I am learning how to
keep the salon clean and tidy and how to shampoo hair correctly.
I’m liking it a lot.
Jess
My internship is in Rose Crafts in Midsomer
Norton. I work here for 2 days per week and I
am learning how to keep stock levels full and
how to use the till. I am having a great time.

Callan
My traineeship is with FJ Monaghan Builders. I work for three days
per week and I am learning how to paint, sand and aspects of garden maintenance. I helped the company install a £20,000 kitchen. I
love it here and want to be a builder when I leave.

Sapphire
My internship is in the Centurion Health club where I spend two
days per week learning all about personal training. I have had a full
induction and I know how to use the equipment correctly. I’m looking forward to learning more, it’s a fantastic placement.

Ethan
On Thursday and Friday I take the bus to my internship in Halfords
in Bath. It’s a fantastic place to work. I have done all employee induction training and I have learned how to assemble a bike and
keep good stock control.

Adam
My traineeship is with the Bath Rugby Foundation. I help the
team teach young people take part in sport in different schools
and at the Bath Rec Stadium. I’m interested in sports coaching as
a career and this traineeship is an exciting opportunity for me.

The Ukulele Club has had another fantastic
term and have been learning not only to
strum along to well known tunes, but to also
learn individual notes. They have also been
learning to play in smaller groups and are
sounding great!
Jody has done a brilliant job of coaching our
Ukulele Club. Here they are all together!

5EJ were invited to participate
in an inclusive sports taster day
on the 9th March. This was held
at the newly refurbished sports
hall at Bath Leisure Centre.
Whilst there the students had
an opportunity to participate in
boccia, adaptive martial arts,
rugby and inclusive tennis. The
students also practised
developing their
independent travel
travelling there and back
on public transport.
As you can see from the
pictures a great day was
had by all!

The Wednesday afternoon options Hair and Beauty
group have enjoyed visiting JoJo salon at
Radstock.
We all had the chance to get our hair washed and
dried and we looked at jo’s reception and her
products. We all enjoyed the visits.

As a Golden Singing School, we were proud
to take part in National Sing Up Day again
this year! The theme of the day was ‘Magic of
Motown’ and lots of pupils and staff dressed
up as their favourite Motown singers!
We had plenty of musical activities going on
across the school, starting with some
fantastic singing workshops with Tim Parker,
from the BANES Musc Hub. Tim taught us all
to sing some Stevie Wonder classics
including ‘Isn’t She Lovely’ and invited lots of
pupils to take a leading role in his workshops.
We love singing with Tim and to have his
ongoing support with developing our singing
skills.
The Westfield Ladies Choir joined us for two
musical performances and it was wonderful
to hear a ‘real choir’ singing! Jody Prewett
from the BANES Music Hub also joined us to
lead some Ukulele Workshops. These were a
great success and everyone enjoyed learning
to play the Ukulele in a relaxed environment,
with Jody’s great expertise as always!
In addition to these visits, pupils took part in ‘Guess the
Motown Lyrics’ activities which were posted up around the
school and completed ‘Singing Star Challenges’ based on our
Motown theme. Pupils were also invited to complete ‘There is
only one me’ activities, celebrating their uniqueness which is
highlighted in the Sing Up Day Song: ‘Let Love Shine
Through’. We also had a Motown Stars and Divas photo booth
with photo frames for pupils to enjoy!
The highlight of the day was our ‘Magic of Motown’ concert,
where pupils from all areas of the school had the opportunity
to share singing with their families. This was led by the two
school choirs: Fosse Way’s Showstoppers and the Tiny
Trebles. It was great to have choir members introducing each performance! The
choir opened the show with ‘Dancing in the Street’ by Martha and the Vandellas and
closed with ‘People Get Ready’ by Curtis Mayfield, with some fantastic performances in
between including a primary performance of the Sing Up Day song ‘Let Love Shine
Through’ and a wonderful solo by Josh, who sang ‘Ben’ by Michael Jackson with piano
accompaniment. Our school boy band were of course also featured, who sounded like
true professionals singing with their four microphones! It is amazing to see how many
talented performers we have in our school!

BT have been horse riding this
term!
We have enjoyed visiting
Lianne and the team at the
stables and going on short
treks!
We have been talking and
vocalising lots about what we
can see while horse riding,
such as looking at the cars,
tractors and animals we can
see in the fields.
We have had lots of fun and
can’t wait to do horse riding
again.

5FM have had a very busy term doing work experience and enterprise projects. Their
hand made cushions have been doing a roaring trade as they are customisable and high
quality. They have all written articles about what they have been doing and here are
some excerpts;
I also go to Sian’s class as well to help in there with children and do 1:1 with some of
the children. I love doing this on Tuesdays and I want to do more of this. (Jennifer)
I like going out with Linda, Molly, Ellie and Daniel. We go places like Bath, Frome, Wells
and Midsomer Norton. I don’t feel afraid to go out by myself anymore (Matthew)
In 5FM we have been making lots of different Enterprise cushions like Dino eggs, cushions, Jigsaw hearts. All of us have been working very hard making lots of cushions for
our customers. (Linda, Ellie)
These past few terms I have been working in Halfords on Tuesdays. My job is to put up
stock on the shelves (Stefan)
I am going to start college in September this year. The course I am doing is Independence and life skills to help me build up my confidence and then they will help me take
my animal course. (Molly)

As an ongoing focus throughout the year, in 5EJ we
have been thinking about different jobs and what they
involve. The purpose of this is to help our young
people make informed choices about their future in
terms of possible jobs.
This term we have been lucky enough to visit 2
supermarkets to have a look behind the scenes and
on the shop floor. Both visits have
helped raise the students’
awareness of different supermarket
jobs and what they involve.
We have visited ASDA at Frome and
TESCO’s in Midsomer Norton.
During these visits the students were
able to access the warehouse, walk
in the huge fridges and freezers,
watch dough being made in the
bakery, see fish being gutted and
filleted, sit on the check out and
operate the till, look around the fruit
and vegetable departments and
taste a variety of
cheeses.
We were made very
welcome at both
locations and these visits
certainly gave us ‘food for
thought’!

In 5EJ one of the units of work that we are
currently doing as part of our vocational award is
‘Eating Out’. As part of this we are visiting a range
of eating places and practising skills such as
accessing menus, placing an order, paying for
items, social communication, café etiquette etc.
On Wednesday 15th March we paid a visit to the
Rumblin’ Tums Café which is based at Avalon
School in Street. This Café is run by members of
the 6th form based at the school. The drinks and cakes were delicious and all locally
produced. The waiters and waitresses did a great job of responding to our requests.

CLOSED OVER
EASTER
HOLIDAYS
NEW CAFÉ
MANAGER
DEBBIE LOCKLEY
STARTING APRIL
18TH!

We have had a busy term in
1ND with lots of activities
linked to pets and animals.
The children have had the
opportunity to meet different
animals and help to care for
the new class guinea pigs.
Milo the pet therapy dog was
a popular visitor and joined
us on wellie walks. There
have also been visits to the
pet shop to buy supplies and
the vets to have the guinea
pigs checked over. We also
fitted in world book day and a
trip to Hope Nature Centre.

This term 4JL
have had the
opportunity to
learn to play golf
with a sports
coach.

We have been
learning how to
organise
ourselves when
setting up the
golf equipment,
taking turns and
developing our
coordination and tracking skills.
We celebrated our hard work and sporting
achievements by receiving medals during the
final session.

