FOSSE WAY SCHOOL
Fosse Way School
Longfellow Road
Radstock, Bath

Newsletter Term 2
Dear parents, carers and staff
I hope you can see by the content of this terms newsletter how
busy and hardworking the children and staff have been across
the school. Particular highlights for me have been the re branding
of the schools café, Longfellow’s. I am looking forward to seeing
some fantastic photos in next week’s addition of the Mendip
Times. The children in Primary and KS3 performed brilliantly in
their Christmas productions this year, well done to all involved.
We were also pleased to welcome an Ofsted inspection team into
school in November. We can officially confirm that for a sixth
consecutive time we are an Outstanding School. We are
absolutely delighted with this outcome and feel it reflects the hard
work and dedication to the school from all involved. I am
particularly pleased with these comments that form part of the
report.
‘Expectations for pupils’ achievements are very high. The real
commitment to ensure that pupils build not just their academic
skills also develops their confidence and independence so that
they can go on to lead fulfilling lives.’
‘Relentless efforts by staff to look for creative solutions ensures
that every pupil is able to thrive’
‘Pupils are excited about the opportunities they are given while at
school and have high expectations for their futures. They talk of
jobs in computer programming, the air-force or working as chefs.
As an astute pupil said, ‘They notice our struggles and give us the
help we need.’
The full report is available on
our website.
We hope that you all have a
Happy Christmas and we
look forward to seeing you
back to school in the New
Year.
Emily Massey- Executive
Principal
Mairi Lanyon- Head of
School
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In the event of severe
weather we will
update the front page
of the school website
and send a text to
parents. Please check
there if you are
unsure.
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/FW_Principal
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k.com/pages/FosseWay-School/

As ever the run up to Christmas has provided
ample opportunities for the teachers to make
learning creative and festive. Mince pies and
Christmas cookies have been cooked in food
tech, Christmas craft enterprises have been in
full swing in Post 16. Customised cushions
have been particularly popular this year.. They
did very well selling their handiwork at the
opening of the Longfellows Café, and after the
Christmas performances. These were
supported by our BTEC Hospitality group as
well, serving warm mince pies and
refreshments.
Some classes have been out to visit Christmas
attractions around the area such as a
Gingerbread House.
Not only have we been theming lessons but we
have had special events that provide a focus for
classes to work together and entertain their
parents and families.
Primary’s Christmas Sleigh Ride
This year the primary classes took part in a
shared production, where we took the audience
on a magical journey, following Santa and his
reindeers as they flew through the sky on
Christmas Eve! All of the primary pupils learned
to sing and sign some of their favourite
Christmas songs, including ‘Little Donkey’ and
‘What Christmas means to me’.
Each class also created their own mini
performance, which included acting out why they
were so excited about Christmas, decorating a
Christmas tree, performing a ‘wake and shake’
dance and reading a poem about the Christmas
story. It was so lovely to see every class
contributing in their own way and I know all of
the children loved performing and were so
excited to share their Christmas story with you
all!
(Also well done to 4JP, who worked hard to
create some fantastic props either side of the
stage, representing things you can see from a
sleigh in the sky on Christmas Eve!)

Primary pupils also visited our
very own Santa’s Grotto in the
Reindeer Lodge where we had a
very special visitor who had
brought personalised gifts for
everyone! The excitement was
very high when Santa was seen at
the school and even our youngest
pupils got to experience the grotto
in an environment familiar to
them.
Secondary pupils were not to be
left out—they have also been
joining in on the festive fun! KS3
have worked very hard on their
performance for parents.
This year pupils in 3SK, 3NB and 3LS decided to join
together for a Christmas Celebration, which included
Christmas songs, carols, readings and group
performances. They have really worked hard to
develop their singing skills this year and sounded
beautiful in their rendition of ‘Silent Night’ with Sean
accompanying them on guitar. However, the highlight
had to be their Christmas hip hop dance! That was
one memorable performance!
Parents were very impressed with the variety of
entertainment and commented on how relaxed and
happy everything felt.
Well done KS3!
From carolling, to Santa Dash races, there is never a
dull moment in a Fosse Way Christmas!
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all!

4JL are enjoying the
Christmas festivities. We have
been learning to design and
make Christmas decorations
in our DT lessons, which we
have used to decorate our
class Christmas tree. A
highlight this term has been
our Community Learning, we
have visited the Bookbarn and
Dobbies garden centre. We
have had a class discussion
about our favourite places in
our local community and we
have all had a say in
suggesting different places we will visit over the rest of the year .

This term we have enjoyed 2 transition visits to
Fairfield College, Dilton Marsh. During the first visit we
were lucky enough to get a behind the scenes tour of
the campus. This included access to the classrooms,
different specialist rooms, the animals, the café, the
shop and student leisure facilities.
5EJ enjoyed eating their lunch in amongst the Fairfield
students including past Fosse Way School pupils Otis, James and Grace.
During the second visit we were unrecognisable as Father
Christmas’s. We took part (along with over 200 other Father
Christmas’s) in a Santa Dash which was a festive assault
course with seasonal challenges. A great time was had by
all!
We also spent an hour at Connections at Writhlington,
which is a day service for adults from young to old. A
number of our young people may go on to access this
service at some point in their life so it was worthwhile
checking it out for future reference. It was lovely to have a
tour of the facilities, meet staff and see groups of adults at
work.
Our final transition visit this term has been to SWALLOW.
This is a service which gives teenagers and adults with special
needs opportunities to develop their levels of independence, learn
new skills and help others. The group that we saw was based at
Chilcompton Village Hall. Again, this is a service that a number of
our young people go on to access so it was really useful making
links with them.

We had our first exciting instrumental performance
this term, in the form of a musical clubs showcase.
This was an opportunity for all of the school music
clubs and performance groups to share their
learning with the rest of the school, including our
brand new orchestra! The orchestra started the
show with an improvised performance, followed by
a live performance of
‘Pachelbel’s Canon in D’,
which sounded fantastic
and featured guitars,
drums, percussion,
keyboards, iPads and
ukuleles. We also had
contributions from Jody’s
instrumental pupils, who
had recorded their own performances on video. It was great to see what everyone is
learning in their instrumental lessons! The Ukulele Club performed a blues song with
some improvised solos, alongside ‘Jingle Bells’ and got everyone singing along, with
another of the highlights being Jane’s music group’s rendition of ‘Last Christmas’, which
everyone joined in with! We also had performances from the two school choirs, so we
really did showcase the range of musical talents we have in our school. We hope to put
on another event next year for families to come to, so ‘stay tuned’ for this!

On 29th November 4 students in 5PF
(Callum, William, Danny and Elliot)
enjoyed a trip on the barge 'Litania'.
We departed from Bathampton just
outside Bath and set sail towards
Monkton Combe on a cold but sunny
morning.
All the students were impeccably behaved and had the
opportunity to steer the boat, assist with tying of ropes and
operating a lock (this involved lots of winding and
unwinding). It was lovely to see our students enjoying the
gentle atmosphere of boating life.
The couple who organised the trip on the Litania were
extremely welcoming and we hope to enjoy another trip on
boat in the spring/summer time.

This term 1JH have been
learning about shapes and
patterns. We have been very
busy learning the names of 2D
and 3D shapes and we made
some fantastic shape monsters.
We have even had a
try at sewing! We also
made some fruit
kebabs using what we
had learnt about

In this term, 2AS
have been learning
about habitats. We
explored the
rainforest, the
ocean and the
Polar Regions. We
had the chance to
make our own
rainforest in a bottle and we even conducted an experiment to find out how polar bears
stay warm under the icy cold water. Since we were very curious about fish, we went to
the pet shop, where we saw many different species of fish. We also went on an amazing
trip to Bristol Zoo, where we saw all sorts of animals. We had the opportunity to see how
animals adapt to their environment and practice our road safety and social skills.

Attendance
Over the last few years attendance has been recognised as being a key to good
outcomes for young people, not only academically but in life. When you make school
attendance a priority, you help your child feel more secure around other people, develop
healthy life habits, avoid depression and encourage commitment.
We know this isn’t always easy and there are often very good reasons such as medical
needs that make attendance difficult, but hope you would support us as best you
can. Our school target is 93.5% and although our figure is currently below this we are
always striving to improve it.
Thank you for supporting us with this. Special thanks to those who’s attendance has
improved and continues to do so.

This term in 2KG we focused
on improving our Life Skills.
We have been brushing our
teeth every day after dinner
time and washing our hands before
dinner and snack time.
We loved visiting the Local
Community and definitely enjoyed
visiting the school café. We used
our PECs to order food and drinks
and shared them with our friends.
We also practiced our Independent
Skills and worked hard on
completing simple tasks
independently!
This term we have been
cooking Lunch
menu recipes
and have been
brave on
tasting new
food!

This term Thomas has
further explored his interest
in animals and being
outdoors. As part of his
work experience placement
at The Diamond Dog Club
he has helped to walk up to six dogs at a time as well as other
various jobs. He has also attended weekly sessions at Fairfield
Farm College where he has helped to feed sheep, pigs, goats
and donkeys. He has gained confidence after each visit and is
always enthusiastic despite some testing weather conditions! He
looks forward to continuing both in the new year. Happy Christmas!

We have all come to the end or our first placements
and it has been a very successful term here at the
RUH. Here are a few highlights:
Adam has been hard at work helping the maintenance
team and they are so impressed, he has been asked to
apply for paid work there in the holidays.
Ethan's department don't want him to move on
because he does such an outstanding job and they will
miss his zombie impressions.
Brad has become quite a whizz using the RUH
computer system and is looking forward to meeting the
robot in Pharmacy after Christmas.
Sapphire has been fantastic on reception in
Physiotherapy and has been invited back to continue
training there after Christmas.
Jess has applied for a part time job in Sterile Services and made it to interview stage.
Keep your fingers crossed!
Elouise is sad to be leaving her robot friend behind in Pharmacy and has made a great
impression on the team.
Ben has enjoyed serving us our lunches in the Lansdown and we will miss the extralarge portions he has been giving us.
Sam has worked hard on the Combe Ward and the patients there will miss his cheerful
voice and happy smile.
Here is a picture of us having our Christmas meal in the RUH. Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to everyone who has helped us achieve our success!
The Project Search Team!

This year we once again attended the
Diocese of Bath and Wells Christmas
Service for Special Schools at Wells
Cathedral. This time, we took the two
school choirs; the Tiny Trebles, who gave
a heartfelt performance of ‘It was on a
starry night’ and Fosse Way’s
Showstoppers, who gave a lovely
performance of ‘People get ready’. Becca
enjoys organising this event, as it is a
great opportunity for special schools to get
together and celebrate all of the wonderful things that our pupils can achieve, with each
school bringing something different! The service was once again supported by Tim
Parker who led us in a shared singalong, featuring some of own primary singers. Another
fantastic musical achievement, so well done and thank you to all involved!

5EJ have taken on 2 Community Links projects this
term. The first was the coordinating and putting
together of the Christmas Tree to represent Fosse
Way School Sixth Form. This was for display as part
of the Christmas Tree Festival being held at Radstock
Methodist Church. 5EJ cut out and painted the drawn
hands of everyone in the Sixth Form. These were
used to provide the foliage to the tree. Each of the
Sixth Form classes were then asked to create
Christmas tree decorations in a style unique to them.
5EJ then arranged these on the tree. I am sure that
you will agree the tree looks beautiful in situ at the
church, amongst the other community trees. Our
second community challenge was to advertisie a
Christmas event happening in Writhlington. We
photocopied flyers, cut them to size and folded them
as well as laminating posters. The posters were then
displayed within the village of Writhlington and the
400 flyers were delivered to the neighbourhood
houses. A job well done!

5BS have been busy working on
their first Enterprise project. After
discussing various different ideas
the group decided that they would
like to make candles to sell. They
carried out lots of online research in
order to calculate the costs of the
equipment/materials needed along
with finding the correct method of
making candles. They ordered the wax, dyes, scents and
wicks and collected old teacups and jars to be reused (thanks
to all those staff and parents who kindly donated their old
crockery!). Once the group had everything they needed, they
began working together to prepare the cups and wicks. After
the wax, dye and scent was mixed correctly it was time to tip
the mixture into the prepared teacups to leave it to set. The
result was a big selection of different colours and ‘flavours’ of
candles, which the group gave names to and began to sell!
This has been a great first enterprise project for the group, and
has proven to be successful so far. The group spent £51 in
material costs, and so far have turned over £55 with around 30
candles still left to sell! They will be selling the remainder at
the Longfellows café opening event, as they consider what
their next project will be and how they’d like to invest their profit…

Our favourite term draws to a close here at FWH, we
have been so busy and are now all very much in the
festive spirit.
This term we have been creating Christmas crafts
that we are selling to go towards us being able to do
some different activities in the summer. We have
made cutlery holders and have re-introduced our
famous plant pots. All of the students
have taken part and have been excited
to see their creations finished.
We all enjoyed decorating the FWH
Christmas trees, had a great time at the
Westfield Parish Council carol service/
light switch on and William and Isaac
were brilliant at being the official guests
who switched the lights on for the local
town.
The FWH Christmas meal was lovely
and we all had a good dance at the Teenage
Rampage Christmas disco. We also went to
see lots of Christmas lights on our various trips
out and have all sat together to watch festive
movies in the evening that we went out to get
together.
We have also had a great term of trampoline
lessons with Petra, everyone really enjoyed this
- especially Dan!! Everyone at Fosse Way
House wishes you a very Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

To start our Christmas Celebrations we were joined by
the Westfield Ladies Choir, who got us into the festive
spirit! They gave two performances for pupils across the
school, who were encouraged to sing along with lots of
well known Christmas songs and carols.
The ladies choir even prepared a song with signs and
actions for us to join in with, which was great fun.
We all really enjoy our visits from
the Westfield Ladies Choir and
would like to thank them for their
visits to the school – Let’s see if
we can make this a Christmas
tradition!

This term 2LD and 2NM
have enriched their learning
together by visiting the
science lab, Bath Odeon
Cinema, Victoria Park and
the Playbarn at Farrington
Shopping Village. Our
classes have also been working hard together
to prepare for the Primary Singing Sleigh Ride.
2LD’s topic for this term was “Seasons and
Wild Weather.” We have performed our own
weather reports, written pirate adventure
stories and created our own rain poems. We
have enjoyed visiting the DT room and using all
the amazing equipment to produce our own
rain shakers. It has been a super busy term!
2NM’s topic for this term was
“Dinosaurs.” We have done lots
of research and fact writing about
dinosaurs, as well as making
them using natural materials and
clay. It was our turn to use the
food tech room this term, and we
are getting expert at reading
instructions and following recipes. It was also our term for horseriding, which we have
really enjoyed!

This term students from 5EJ and
5PF have enjoyed horse riding
sessions at Wellow Trekking
Centre. As well as being given an
opportunity to ride out as part of a
group the students have also
learnt about the equipment used
in horse riding, about their
posture whilst on the horse and
also how to mount and dismount
a horse appropriately. Special
thanks to Carol Matthews our very
own equestrian expert for so
enthusiastically leading these
sessions.

What was the Café Gallery has been ‘rebooted’ and given a face lift as Longfellow’s!
Hard working volunteers sourced and renovated the café in the half term holidays and
local businesses helped us with supplies. Special thanks go to Buildbase, Jewsons,
Fine EFEX and Seymour Blinds. who gave us discounts and to Fiona Moody, Assistant
Principal Post 16 who coordinated everything! The Café interior looks amazing, and
Debbie, our Café manager has been producing new and very tasty things on her menu
to lead us into temptation! Debbie would also like to pass on her personal thanks to all
those who helped on the launch date who particularly the students who were amazing,
and also to Josh Church’s family for providing the Christmas decorations.

If you feel like a Christmas treat, Longfellow’s will be open
next week - Monday 18th Dec – Thursday 21st Dec
10 – 2pm

This term the Hospitality group has been working
hard at trying out lots of canapé recipes and planning
for their Christmas event. We prepared some food
one or two weeks before and froze it to keep it fresh
so that we could warm it up on the day in time for the
party.
One of our Year 11 students, Corran Hardy, even
invented a new canapé: the mini mincemeat pasty - It
was a triumph!
Here is the full menu of the food we made: brownie
Christmas trees, pigs in blankets (sausages wrapped
in bacon), chocolate truffles, puff pastry stars with
Brie and cranberry, brownie stars, and mini
mincemeat pasties.
The students were able to practise their
communication skills by greeting guests and explaining the
different foods to them.
Well done for all your hard work (and maybe you could now
make some canapés for your families this Christmas?!)

