FOSSE WAY SCHOOL
Fosse Way School
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Radstock, Bath

Despite the covid related challenges this term, we are very pleased at the
way pupils have managed their transition back into school and engaged in
learning. They have showed a great deal of resilience and we have tried
to maintain as much continuity as possible under the circumstances to
minimise disruptions to their education. This is in no small measure due to
our staff being flexible and adaptive to all situations and we are extremely
grateful to them and their hard work.
Obviously we would like to remind you that if you need additional Lateral
Flow tests we can send them home for you if you send us a ClassDojo
message, and would like to assure you we are using our risk assessments
to minimise impact in school and following the relevant guidance.
As you might be aware, we also had the challenge of an Ofsted Inspection
of the School and another of Fosse Way House, our residential area, and I
am very proud of the way our staff coped with this occurring within a
couple of weeks of the start of term.
You might have also seen vacancies being advertised on our facebook—
we have been lucky enough to secure in this term some funding for
additional support for some of our higher level of need pupils and have
been recruiting on that basis. We are always looking to add people to our
supply list, particularly potential teaching assistants so if you feel you
know anyone who might be interested, then please direct them to the
vacancies page on the Trust website where there is a application for
supply permanently available.
Lastly, despite all the ‘interesting times’ we
have been experiencing, you will see from
the newsletter that pupils are once again
able to go on visits. We were able to arrange
and send groups from across the school to
the Moon this term—the Festival of the
Moon exhibit currently at Wells Cathedral to
be precise. This caused a great deal of
excitement and interest in our pupils and
was a wonderful learning experience, as well
as great inspiration for some of the topics
they will be learning next term.
I hope you have a wonderful half term and
we will see you back at school on Monday
November 1st.
Fiona Flinn (Acting Head of School)
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This has been a really busy Autumn Term 1 in 5EJ. There
have been lots of opportunities for team building activities
to assist the group in getting to know each other and
helping them to find their place within the new class
dynamic.
For those of you that are regular readers of this newsletter
you will know that Community Work and the connections
that this gives us, is a really important focus of what we do in 5EJ. For many years now we have
looked after 2 raised beds at Midsomer Norton Train Station – as well as helping out with other
jobs on site.
We received a lovely email from the Gardening Team at Somerset and Dorset railway station
which said,
“I am very pleased to tell you that the Somerset and Dorset railway station has been awarded an
Outstanding award in the Its Your Neighbourhood section of Britain in Bloom this year. Your
students played a great part in this with all their hard work on the vegetable beds and other
activities. “
This is a national award given by the Royal Horticultural Society and it was lovely to receive this
email because it recognises all of the hard work that the students have done.
A special well done to Adam, Josh, and Helena – current students from 5EJ and also Phoebe,
Jiuma and Gina who have now left us but also deserve an acknowledgement.
As well as continuing with our gardening at St Peter’s Church this year, one of our other
Community Work tasks is litter picking. If you know of any particular areas within the local
community that’s in need of our attention, please do let us know. Thank you.

4EP would like to thank The Holy Cow Cafe in
Chilcompton and Stourhead House and
Gardens for some great trips this term. We
visited both as part of our Learning for Life
curriculum to experience and practice making
choices, real world money and social skills.
We hope to visit again soon.
Thanks again, Emma, Kate and all of the troops
in 4EP.

As part of our whole school approach
to Healthy Lifestyle, our food tech
sessions in 5EJ have all been based
around vegetables and fruits as our
main ingredients.
We have been focusing on the correct
preparation of these foods.
We have used mangoes, cantaloupe
melon, honeydew melon, oranges,
kiwi, strawberries, pineapple, grapes
and raspberries to make fruit kebabs.
We have then ‘dressed these’ with
different types of low fat yogurt before
eating. All of 5EJ tried the whole range of fruits and
thoroughly enjoyed them.
We have used a selection of vegetables to make different
vegetable soups. Again, the main focus for our
corresponding AQA unit of work has been on the correct
preparation of the foods. We have prepared swede, leeks,
onion, garlic, parsnips and carrots for this purpose.
Our most recent ‘healthy challenge’ has been to make
ratatouille which the students loved eating. This was made
with aubergine, courgettes, onion, garlic, peppers, tomatoes
and basil. For our final week of food tech for this term we will
be making the seasonal dish of pumpkin soup.

For most of the students in 5EJ
a highlight for this term has
been our participating in Forest
School, led by John.
We have enjoyed whittling
sticks, building fires, toasting
marshmallows, playing cooey
(a type of hide and seek), and
looking out for seasonal changes within nature.
The students learn about nature and other social skills in the safe environment of the school’s
Reindeer Lodge no matter the weather!

We have had the most fantastic start to the Year in
5TL/5JD.
From making coleslaw, to hanging up washing ,
counting money, practising our handwriting and
listening to stories, we haven't stopped!
These lovely photographs are just a few from our
gallery where we are recording the wide range of
activities, we do each day.
The class team is really
proud of what we have
already achieved, and we
look forward to sharing even
more in the next newsletter.
In the meantime, take a look
at these super photographs
of our class...

We have had to say good bye to a very special member of staff
from 5EJ this term. Debbie Moxham, who has worked in 5EJ on
and off for many years as a TA, has retired.
Debs has been with Fosse Way School for over 20 years, with
the majority of these years spent supporting students in the
Sixth Form.
In honour of Debs, her last week was filled with Disney themed
activities – as this is her favourite.
We all wore Minnie and Mickey Mouse ears and some of us
wore Disney themed clothes, we made biscuits in the shape of
Mickey Mouse, we baked cakes with Disney themed edible
toppers, we made papier Mache
Minnie’s and Mickey’s, we did a Disney
quiz, took part in an attention autism
session based on Disney, made a
Disney goodbye display for Debbie,
watched a Disney film, and listened to
Disney music.
We wish Debs a very long, happy and
healthy retirement.

4SD have enjoyed everything to do with food in Term 1!
We have improved lots of our skills, we have made shopping lists,
been to Lidl shopping and everyone made their own healthy
sandwich.
In the kitchen we have prepared a variety of sweet and savoury
dishes, we have chopped, fried, baked, mixed and blended,
making crispy Croque Monsieur and delicious Halloween cupcakes
Some of the tutor group have even handled and tried new foods for
the first time.

Our topic has been Local History and the children of
2JK have really enjoyed learning about the history of
Radstock and were amazed that the original settlement
dates back to the Iron Age.
As part of our study of the area, we visited Radstock
Museum to learn more about coal mining and life in the
Victorian period.
We continued this theme in other subjects, including
creating our own class poem about a child miner and
studying the BBC School Radio production of 'The
Trapper' in English.
In art, we learnt about the role of an architect in
designing buildings and the children also enjoyed
discovering the life and work of the artist Norman
Cornish, who was a miner from a young age. The
children worked hard to develop their sketching skills to
recreate one of his pictures.
In Science, we compared materials and discovered how
different products are sourced and made. Whilst in
cookery, the children discussed what makes a snack
healthy and showed excellent teamwork creating and
tasting a range of healthy snacks for themselves.
Our highlight at the end of term was visiting the
Museum of the Moon at Wells Cathedral. It was very
impressive to see the lunar sculpture above our
heads! The children were so excited to see it and
asked lots of interesting questions.
This has certainly lit their curiosity ready for our Space
topic next term and was an amazing opportunity.

FRIDAY 19th NOVEMBER IS AN INSET DAY.
(This is an additional day to the school dates published last year. We have sent around the new
dates by Class Dojo but thought we would remind you in case you still have an old version of the
calendar)

Longfellows is closed over halfterm holiday.
See you back as normal on
November 1st!

Firstly a huge thank you to everyone that helped to run and
support the Macmillan Cancer Support Cake Sale in September.

We managed to raise £175.00!
This is an incredible amount. Thank you for your generosity. The
cakes were delicious and we had a great time.
Congratulations to our school council representatives who have
been meeting on a weekly basis to share their ideas of how to
improve the school further.
We also share WOW moments from our classes and
look at issues raised across the school.
Next term the school council representatives will
receive their yellow badges.
Looking forwards we will be doing some more
fundraising for Children In Need, so keep your eyes
out for more information about it.

Orchestra has been exciting this term.
We have just restarted our orchestral
sessions and we have really been
enjoying making music together. The
orchestra is split into primary sessions on
Tuesdays and Secondary and Post 16 on
Thursdays.
We have met in small groups and spent
time enjoying some of the rainbow tunes
that we had previously learnt. Our
sessions have been 30 minutes long. We
included time creating solos, playing
together as an ensemble and taking turns
listening to each other. We have
practiced playing loud (forte) and quietly
(piano). In some sessions we have
played a variety of musical games and
taken it in turns to conduct our groups.
All 40 participants have taken part in
short sessions this term, but we are excited for next term where we will learn some Christmas
tunes and prepare either a music video or performance ready for a concert.

We have made an update
to the medication policy.
This is to allow those
students who can safely
carry medication on their
person without causing
risk to themselves others
to do so.
This will mainly be for
things such as inhalers,
not medications such as
paracetamol.
All situations will be risk
assessed.
If you would like to know
more about this and feel
it may be a suitable
option for your child
please speak with the
class tutor.

5KC students have already made great progress with learning and personal development
activities. The majority of our young people are taking part in regular internal work experience
projects and some have even started external placements! Rowan has started work
experience at a local print shop and Nicole has returned to Somer Valley FM radio for an
extended WEX placement. In post 16 we are focused on supporting independence, 5KC
students have been given regular opportunities to access the community to use local facilities
and for independent travel. Our learners have been planning, shopping for and preparing
healthy meals on a budget and have been traveling around the local area on public buses. It's
been a brilliant start to the academic year with undoubtedly more success to come.
Kieran Cook

During term 1 3LS have had a wonderful time exploring ancient
Greece. We have looked at digital maps, an atlas, Google map
and images of Greek gods and goddesses, painted designs for
traditional Greek pottery, looked at ancient Greek clothing and
jewellery, explored famous landmarks and buildings as well as
look at traditional Greek columns.
The weather has been quite good and so we have been utilising
our outdoor space for exercise on the trampoline, water play and
time to explore the tiny bit of woodland that we have in our garden.
In the classroom we have explored the stories of Little Red Riding
Hood and the Little Red Hen. We also created a giant train set in the classroom and have done
lots of sensory time in the new sensory room.
It has been a busy term and we have enjoyed settling into a new routine in our classroom.
We are excited for term 2 where we will continue to explore and learn through a variety of
TEACCH tasks and sensory play.

This term, 2DK has been working on our
topic ‘Local history!
We have been so busy making train
models and miners’ hats using everyday
materials such as boxes, paper rolls and
cardboard!
We read two stories ‘The little engine that could’ and ‘The town by
the sea’ learning about trains and mines.
In English, we have continued to focus our efforts on sequencing a
story and practicing our handwriting. In Maths we are learning
about place value, counting up to 100 and backwards. We are also
learning how to play maths games on the computer! Our Science
topic this term has been ‘Materials’. We have been learning that all
the things are made of different materials and every material has its
own properties!

Update from the Specialist Autism Support Service
(SASS)
We are very pleased to welcome our
new specialist Occupational Therapist
to the team...
Hello, my name is Emma Bailey and I am excited to be a new member of
SASS. I have been an Occupational Therapist all my working life; initially
in a variety of mental health services and then in different specialist
education settings for autistic young people. I am particularly interested
in the impact of sensory differences and anxiety and how these can
interact with executive function.
I am looking forward to developing and delivering a range of training
courses for education staff and parents/carers of autistic young people. These will focus on
understanding the sensory experience and differences that are associated with autism; how we
manage environments and support young people, when sensory differences result in barriers to
learning and independence.
Where to find current information:
The Rainbow Resource has moved to being part of the website LiveWell Bathnes https://
livewell.bathnes.gov.uk/ where you can find specific information and support
around Autism:
https://livewell.bathnes.gov.uk/special-educational-need-or-disability-send/
autism
Or use this QR code to go directly to the SASS pages of the Fosse Way
website;
1. Open your phone’s camera
2. Point it at the code
3. Open the webpage link that pops up

Have you seen these handy little wristbands? They’re a great way of
helping students ask for help, if they’re finding it hard to speak in that
moment.
£4.99 for 2 from Amazon.co.uk

Upcoming training dates for parents and carers (some are online, some are face-to-face):
https://thepartnershiptrustcpd.co.uk/primary-cpd/
Online course:
Wednesdays, November 3rd, 10th,
17th and 24th

SPACE

Thursdays, November 4th, 11th, 18th,
25th, December
2nd and 9th
9.30am to 11.30am

CYGNET core

Mondays, November 8th, 15th and
22nd
9.30am to 12,30pm

CYGNET puberty, sexual well-being and relationships
Any parents wanting to
do this course should
have completed the
CYGNET core course
first

To book, please email
training@ thepartnership
trust.com

To book, please email
training@ thepartnership
trust.com

SPACE programme:
Supporting Parents of
Autistic Children in the
Early years

Hannah Hobbs

Online course
via Zoom

CYGNET programme:
supporting parents of
autistic children aged
four to 18

Becca Tranter
and Sarah
Keelty

Fosse Way
School, Longfellow Road,
Radstock
BA3 3AL

Supporting parents to
understand puberty, sexual well-being and relationships for autistic children

Hannah Hobbs

Fosse Way
School, Longfellow Road,
Radstock
BA3 3AL

