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We have had a very busy and festive term here at Fosse Way. A lot of
our usual activities obviously could not take place in the same way, so
the staff have put in amazing amounts of efforts to ensure that our
pupils get to have that Christmas experience in a safe way. We have
still managed to have a Christmas Grotto, the ever popular Christmas
Bazaar and Christmas dinner. We will be having a virtual Awards
assembly to celebrate the achievements of our young people and we
have recorded Christmas Music with the open orchestra. All in all, we
believe we have managed to keep a sense of the festive magic for our
pupils and young people along side all the learning that they have been
doing this term. The Newsletter is full of all the exciting learning the
classes have been doing and I hope you take the opportunity to see
the brilliant work of our pupils.
I just wanted to share with you how impressed I have been with how
well our children and young people have been in engaging with school
and their resilience and determination to attend. The national average
attendance for special schools is at the moment 77% - Fosse Way’s
average attendance is 91.45%. This is an amazing achievement by all
our families, and we believe that this contributes to how well they are
all dealing with all the changes this year has brought them. We look
forward to continuing to work with families and young people as we
believe the structure and normality of attending school is helping them
immensely in dealing with the pandemic situation.
Finally, I want to say a thank you to all the staff who have genuinely
gone above and beyond in the last year to do the best for our young
people. The effort behind the scenes has been incredible and I know
many families have used
them as a life-line and are
very grateful for their help and
support.
From myself and all the staff
at Fosse Way I would like to
take the opportunity to wish
you all a very merry
Christmas.
Fiona Moody
Acting Head of School
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This term, 4EP have been
busy making a range of
Christmas gifts and
decorations to sell to our
parents and in the staff room.
They have both designed and
made letter tile coasters,
coasters made from dominos,
chess key rings and
bottle cork decorations.
We have worked
towards a deadline,
designed our products
and worked as a team
to make them.
Here are some
examples of what
we’ve made.
Special thanks to Vicky
in the office for
collecting board games
for us to recycle and Sean in DT who has helped us design and create our projects.

There were many really wonderful entries for the
Lions Club Peace Poster Competition in
November. There were lots of imaginative ideas
and images, and some very skilled drawing and
colouring.
The overall winner from Fosse Way School, and
the Norton Radstock area, was Sophie Wells,
and her picture will go forward to the district
competition. Her picture was a wonderful dove
sheltering the Earth, with a rainbow in the
background, and some images of help. Second place went to
Marianna Taguercifi, who did a very bold and colourful picture of
an angelic Earth surrounded by flowers and hearts.
These students will receive their prizes shortly. Other winners,
who will also receive prizes, are Liam Gant and Nicholas
Kokkinos
Thank you to everyone who took part. The members of Norton
Radstock Lions were very impressed with all the entries, and
really appreciated all the work and effort people put into their
posters.

Key Stage Four students have produced some
amazing work this term. Some students completed
their printmaking project and have now moved
onto sculptures, all based on natural objects and
forms.
The students completed art work inspired by
Cubist artists and Still Life painting. 4KK created
some fantastic totem pole models as part of their
mask and faces project. They’ve all produced
some amazingly creative work this term!

REMINDER

Please remember to let us know either by sending a
message to the School Office or by leaving a phone
message if there is a positive Covid test that affects any
of the children. If you could tell us as soon as possible,
let us know when the symptoms first showed and when
the positive test occurred we can then ensure that track
and trace procedures are followed.
As an additional reminder, the quarantining time for
those who have had direct contact with a positive case
has recently been changed to 10 days.

Our main focus with our
Independent Living Skills for these
two terms, has been: how to
change bedding, how to sweep/
hoover and mop lino flooring.
All of the students in 5EJ have had
lots of practise opportunities with
these skills.
5EJ Parents – make the most of this and
try to encourage your young person to
transfer this skill into your family home
over the Christmas holidays.

In a normal world, as part of our
Healthy Lifestyle programme of study,
we would be accessing local sporting
facilities in order to get our exercise.
As this is still not possible we extended our walking programme through to
this term and included walks along
the canal at Bradford on Avon, to the
Botanical Gardens in Victoria ParkBath, Stourhead, Shear Water and
Chew Valley Lake.
For every one of these walks we were
blessed with beautiful weather.
We have tried to
walk a minimum of
2 ½ miles for each
of these walks with
some hitting 4
miles. We made
sure that all of our
efforts were added
on to the Laps to
Lapland tally.

What a busy term for 5KW! We have
been working towards a certificate in
First Aid. To achieve this, we worked
through different scenarios of when
to call 999 for help and when we can
administer first aid. We learnt how to
apply a bandage, put on a sling and
put someone in the recovery position.
Despite different restrictions, each
member of the class has completed
some kind of internal work
experience. Be that working in the
café, taking lunch orders or collecting
and returning the
lunch trolley. Well
done for your efforts
guys! We want to
also thank everyone
for their support with
our enterprise
projects on the run
up to Christmas.
The ordering system
was certainly
different but tallying
up spreadsheets and
packaging orders
taught us new useful
skills.
Merry
Christmas from
all in 5KW!

One of our TA’s, Tasha Soby was nominated for an award for
Keyworkers. Unison selected Tasha as one of their 12 Keyworkers of Christmas and said,
“Tasha has worked through the pandemic and has supported
many special needs children to deal with family bereavement
as well as helping others to understand what the pandemic
means within school and at home.”
Her small prize is very well deserved and her work as an
ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) has been invaluable to Fosse Way School pupils over the course of the
Pandemic.
Congratulations Tash!

Our GCSE English group has been practicing their writing
skills on what they think about Christmas: Is it a waste of
time and money?.. The topic seemed to capture their
imaginations and offers us an insight into what our young
people are valuing most this year.
I hate Christmas (well not really, but I do hate all the stress).
By Abi Bester
I really do hate the stress of Christmas. It’s the food, lack of routine
and the over rated presents.
One of the things that really stresses me out is everyone being in the
kitchen when you’re trying to cook. Do they sit down when there’s
hot ovens, hot frying pans, knives and food flying about? No! So
weird. And then there’s the picky eaters, those who eat meat, but not
pork, beef, chicken legs, turkey breast or pigs in blankets. Or the vegetarians who don’t eat
vegetables! Those who want their sprouts like a 1980s Christmas dinner or those want
chestnuts and bacon in them straight out of Nigella Christmas. It’s one food fight I don’t enjoy.
Next, there’s the lack of routine. Gingerbread house for breakfast? What are they (parents)
thinking?! I want a pieces of toast in my PJs to start the day. The whole week has no real plan,
you can’t tell what day of the week it is. Kids don’t sleep and become hyper, then they end up
bouncing on beds and getting stuck on the ceiling: no one is happy. The house is cramped,
condensed and compact, with people. People sit on people who are sleeping because they
don’t realize that they are there. Too much excitement leads to lack of sleep.
The most stressful bit about Christmas is the over rated presents. The big question is will they
like it? Kids screaming at you for getting the wrong presents. Always trying to act surprised and
happy when you get something you don’t like or the same presents, which to return? But that
is really hard when you don’t get a receipt. Children that aren’t grateful for what they get.
Christmas is a time to spend with family, not spend a lot of money on toys or other things they
will grow out of!
This Christmas I’ll be having a chilled one and I
am glad. No food fights, lots of routine and no
over the top presents. My advice to you would be
stop spending your money on presents and
spend time with your loved ones, as they won’t
always be around.
Christmas By Theodore Rumming-Pain
I believe that Christmas is no longer for celebrating the birth of Jesus. A poll conducted in 2016
showed that 91% of Britons celebrate Christmas, with only 22% celebrating the birth of Christ.
This leads me to the question: what is Christmas all about?
This year the meaning of Christmas is going to be really different as we can’t celebrate in the
manner of which we usually would. For myself it is going to be different in a positive way, after
all of stress of this year I am looking forward to a laid back Christmas holiday. I hope that we
can all use this time as a moment to reflect on the small things that we have achieved this
year.
Previously Christmas has been defined by how much money you can spend on Oxford Street,
but this year Christmas has a new definition: contentment. The population this year have been
so worried about seeing their families it has made them realise what Christmas is really about:
family. This year Christmas is going to go back to its true meaning, spending time with loved
ones. The pandemic has shown us that gifts are no replacement for family.

‘Christmas has gone from celebrating life and cherishing it with your
loved ones, to a holiday built on materialism and capitalism. People
speed off to the high streets in search of the perfect presents. Surely,
the perfect present would be spending time with family? Oh no,
according to some, people just want pathetic plastic presents.’
- Jamie Waller-Jones
‘It’s coming round to that time of year again when most people start to become over excited
and enthusiastic about Christmas. They start to search frantically on the internet for plastic gifts
that their family members don’t need, or particularly want. So that is why I say that Christmas is
a waste of time and money.
Somewhere in the bottomless pile of unwanted plastic toys and discarded paper hats, we have
lost the true meaning of Christmas. We have forgotten that it isn’t about how many presents we
can buy or receive, and that it isn’t about whether children have been good or bad. Do you
really think that telling a child such a horrible thing as that would improve their self-esteem?
No!’
-Maya Sheriff-Prest
‘It has been a painful year for us all, and I’m sure we have our own things we want to do but
the one true thing I wish to do is sit down on Christmas day and have a meal with my older
brother, Ben, and my family.
Just think of sitting down with your family…. What are your favourite things about Christmas? I
bet when you thought about that it made you smile…

Mulled wine, mince pies, crackers, warming up near the fire place all snuggly and cosy after
playing out in the chilled sheets of snow, tucking
into a warm Christmas dinner…’
-James Manning

Thank you to the Ralph & Irma Sperring
Trust for £5000 towards developing our
playground equipment.
Thank you to the local WI who knitted
us toys , hats, and sensory mittens for
the pupils.
Thank you to Wildlife World for our
donated Bug Hotels.

Pupils in 4MP made
Christmas wreaths
from wire coat
hangers, tinsel and
baubles. These are
being donated to
local care homesEllsworth House,
Beechcroft Nursing
Home and
Whitehaven Lodge. Pupils are going to deliver the
wreaths during the last week of term. The care homes
were very grateful for the wreaths which will help add
festive Christmas decoration to their rooms. 4MP have
created a magazine for secondary pupils at the school to
enjoy. It is filled with lots of exciting
activities and articles; such as quizzes,
word searches, colouring, crosswords, as
well as articles and facts about lots of
things such as sports, Christmas and
motor vehicles.

This term, Class 2JK
have studied the topic of
Festivals. They have
enjoyed discovering and
comparing the festivals of
Harvest, Christmas and
the Festivals of Light of
Diwali and Hannukah.
In Science, the children have also
showed great curiosity when
exploring light, shadows and
reflections, as well as identifying
opaque, transparent and
translucent materials. They were
fascinated with the effect of Earth
and Sun rotation, and used
torches to recreate day, night and
moving shadows.
The children then discovered how
periscopes work and built them in DT using
cardboard and mirrors. This required
careful measuring, which was a bit tricky,
but they persevered and as you can see
from the photos, they all did really well!
We have also been very impressed with
how motivated the children have been with
learning their spellings. They have been practising regularly and this is clearly showing in their
weekly test results. Well done 2JK!

In 2KK class we have
been exploring the 'Farmer
duck' sensory story. We
explored animals which
live in a farm and what
they look like and most of
us could do the sound they
make. We also
made our own
animal puppets.
Then we started
our Christmas
preparations, we
made a DIY
Christmas tree
and we did
some amazing
work at making more decorations for the
classroom, such as
baubles, Christmas hats
and reindeers!

In 5EJ we have been working so hard at
producing Christmas products to sell as
part of our Enterprise unit of work, that
we have put Santa’s elves to shame!
Our classroom has resembled a factory
with a very effective production line and a
very efficient workforce.
Using old jigsaw puzzles as the main
resource, the students have produced
really sellable, quality items.
To date we have made sales of
approximately £150.
All of the
students in
5EJ have
been
involved in
a number of
the different
stages in
the
Enterprise
process.

This term secondary have met to discuss what can be improved upon on our current website,
what charity events we could get involved with next, areas of the school to be improved, the
impact of COVID-19 on the pupils here and new ideas to support us being a more Eco-friendly
school.
School council is made up of students from across the school including, Primary / KS2,
Secondary / KS3 & KS4 and POST 16 /KS5.
Each class has two representatives that will be decided by the end of the term.
We will continue to meet on a termly rota basis.

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Secondary

POST 16

KS2

Secondary

POST 16

Children In Need Cake Sale and Pyjama Day
Our Term 2 School Council event was Children in need.
We raised an amazing £440! What a fantastic effort.

Term 2 has been lots of fun. We have
continued to work really hard in lots of
fun and creative ways.
One of the highlights of the week is
sensory time on a Friday afternoon.
We have been learning about the topic:
Winter – exploring what is worn, what
the weather is like, and what festivals
happen during the winter. We have
learnt about Bonfire night,
Remembrance day, Christmas, Diwali and Hanukah.
We have particularly enjoyed using the laptops to do digital art, focussing on the winter theme.
It is really important for us to go out into the community safely. We really enjoy our trips and we
are looking forward to going out again when it is safe to do so. Hopefully next term we will be
able to visit: a park, a shop, a pet shop and some other places of work.

CLOSED FRIDAY 18th DECEMBER—
JANUARY 1st
Open 4th January
Book a table or take-away

This has not been an easy year here at Project SEARCH, but now we are in the festive season
it’s time to look back and focus on how we have managed to support our students and keep
the programme running.
All students from last year’s group have been supported by us in completing an additional
placement here at the RUH or by starting a new programme to complete the work we started
before the Lockdown last March.
We are now helping our recent graduates seek employment and we have already seen two of
them find work in the most difficult jobs market in a generation. Some of the others have had
interviews for positions here at the RUH and we wish them success in the New Year.
We had a group of 12 students start in September and they have been making excellent
progress in their curriculum. Against all the odds, they are now ready to start their placements in
the hospital.
We would like to thank everyone in the RUH, in Fosse Way
School and in DFN Project Search for helping us keep this
essential programme running as we continue to support our
students into employment and independent living. We will be
starting to recruit students for the 2021/2022 programme in
the New Year, and if you would like to know more about
Project Search we have provided you with a couple of links to
give you some more information. We hope you enjoy the
videos and if you would like to know more, please contact
Tony Kelly at Project
SEARCH; tkelly@fossewayschool.com
https://www.facebook.com/bbcradiobristol/videos/670494326651058/
https://youtu.be/jXYpMKRPBV8

Another busy term for 4TL.
While busy completing work for
assessments- so we can have as
many choices going into the futurewe have been out and about as
much as possible. We have had two
long walks one which left some of
us exhausted for more than a
couple of days! We also had a woodland walk which was less taxing but added further to our
miles for the Lapland challenge.
Cooking has included a tasty curry, amazing pizza and a million
calories per crumb Rocky road: Our tidying up skills have been
awesome so our nearest and dearest should take heed that we would
be great helpers for any Christmas tidy up!
Some of us made handsewn mice, stuffed with lavender and all of us
have written articles for our class magazine which was distributed to
our Secondary tutor groups for their reading pleasure. Articles ranged
from 'Wolves' to' Minecraft' to' Wetherspoons cafe'. We have also
newly discovered curling as a game we all enjoy and everyone can
play. Competitions are underway as I write.

This term Orchestra has been
focussing on preparing projects
and compositions ready to film for
the virtual Christmas concert that
will be available on class dojo over
the Christmas holidays.
Each group has filmed 2 music
videos and learnt some new pieces
as well as Christmas pieces.
Christmas Playlist:
We wish you a merry
Christmas
Deck the halls
Frosty the Snowman
Jingle Bells
It has been a fun filled term,
with lots of musical fun, exploration,
laughter and joy! We particularly
enjoyed dressing up for the music

videos.
A few extra spaces have become
available, so if you are interested in
finding out more please contact you
class tutor or Laura Seymour via the
school office or Class Dojo.

We encouraged staff, students and families to
come together in this challenge and cover the
2,125 miles between here and Lapland. You
met the challenge brilliantly... so a big thank
you and well done The good news is that together, we covered enough miles to get to
Lapland and back ( and nip to the shops!)
The beautiful medals and trophy were designed on 2D design software by 3NS in their
DT lessons, and cut on the school's laser cutter by Sean Murphy.
These individuals and groups deserve a special mention
for their efforts
Best Student Individual efforts
Maximillian W—3SL—Over 50 miles
Ellie M—5AG—Over 100 miles
Best Family Effort
Gina M and Family (5EJ) for over 226 miles
First area to reach Lapland

A fun and festive filled term in Fosse Way House.
Despite not being able to do our usual wide range of
Christmas activities we have still managed to cram a lot
in to our time here at FWH.
All term we have been working on an exciting project
where we have made a FWH Christmas film, based on
A Christmas Carol, Jason Scrooge tries to keep all of
the students in FWH over Christmas to finish their
work. He is visited by 3 spooky ghosts who convince
him to change his mind! Everyone had a great time
filming (even the staff team) and we all loved the tshirts Adele made for us as our costumes!!!
We have also all watched some virtual pantomimes,
OH YES WE DID!!
Decorated the tree.
Played glow in the dark Christmas
crazy golf.
Made Snowman Christmas
decorations and chocolate
Christmas puddings.
And still had time to have some
birthday parties.
We also had a lovely Christmas
dinner and party in the hall where
we all danced to music.
We wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas from all at Fosse Way
House!!

Best Group Effort
5AG with more than 600 miles
Best staff individual efforts
Laura Seymour—3SL—180 miles
Nigel Bagley—5EJ—128 miles

2AA have absolutely no idea where this term has gone. It
feels like one minute we were doing holiday news and the
next we are making Christmas Angels!
We have been so busy with our amazing topic and had so
much fun learning about Harvest, Diwali and Christmas.
We loved looking at some of the clothes and jewellery
worn by Hindus during their celebration and loved
making rangoli patterns and diwa lamps.
In English we used the The Little Hen as a story
structure and then innovated it by changing the
characters and setting to create stories of our own. We
practiced using really posh time connectives such as
“the following day” and “eventually”. To help with
developing story language, we have done lots of Drama
to help us think about characters and how they might
feel. Over the term, the children have become so much
more confident with acting skills (hopefully you will see
this in our class nativity).
In IT, the children have loved, loved, loved learning how to use a
design program to make stars with their names on (a huge thank
you to Sean for helping us with this and for letting use the DT
room to practice our skills).

In DT we made kites, it was a bit scary seeing the children with
hacksaws but they were all brilliant at being safe when cutting
wood. Science has also been a blast, we have used Drama to act
out how the Earth and Moon rotate around the sun and the
children were very excited to experiment changing the size of
shadows.
Finally, in PE we have been using Dance to express ideas
to music. The children loved using swirlers we made in DT
to make movements that resembled fireworks. I hope that
this whistle stop tour of the past term has given you some
idea of how hard the children have been working. They
really are ready for a well-earned rest and Sam and I
would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas. Thank
you for all of the support you have given us and for
keeping going with reading at home. Let’s hope 2021

